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EDITORIAL 
 
 

Dear friends,  
 
I waited for a while before writing this editorial because I wanted to make sure (as far as possible...) that the pandemic 
was dying out. It seems to me that my optimism was not mistaken, and that we can really hope for better days. And it 
also seems to me that you share my enthusiasm, because so many of you want to take part in the next International 
Congress to be held in Rabat from 21 to 28 May. At the present time, more than 220 members have already pre-
registered. This proves your desire to get together and take part in the life of the Lyceum Club. As you all know, the 
delegates of your clubs will elect the future IALC board and vote for new statutes that will make our clubs better 
adapted to modern life; this General Assembly, held during the Congress, concerns all of you, and you will have the 
opportunity to express yourselves there. 
 
The activities of the clubs since our latest Bulletin have not slowed down, nor has the life of the Federation's Board. 
Always in a team spirit, we have worked on the statutes, thought about the rejuvenation of the clubs, considered the 
use of social networks .... and thought about how to make the Lyceum more visible and more attractive to younger 
generations. 
 
I have had the pleasure of participating in many video conferences that have brought together twin clubs, a wonderful 
lecture on Constance Smedley in English, and also the joy of attending the triennial Music Competition organised by 
the Swiss federation: the focus was on youth, with some very talented jazz bands. The winner will be invited to a music 
festival in France next May. Here again, links are being created, allowing the Lyceum to become better known. 
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Finally, I am sure you will share my satisfaction with the birth of new clubs... we will unveil the list during this Congress! 
 
I wanted to end this editorial on a happy note, but I have just learned with sorrow of a  sad piece of news that concerns 
all of us, readers of the International Bulletin: the death of Françoise Feuillée. She was a member of the club in Dijon, 
France. In 1993, she took responsibility for the first liaison Bulletin. At first it was European; Françoise was responsible 
for the translations and distribution. Then, under the International Presidency of Hélène Dalman, encouraged by the 
favourable reception of the clubs of the Southern Hemisphere, it became the International Bulletin that we know, and 
which links us twice a year. (The first issue of this Bulletin in its new form dates from October 1998). 
At the same time, on the initiative of Hélène de la Baume, president of the French federation, she organised in Beaune 
in 1994, on the occasion of the International Festival of Baroque Music, the first edition of the International Cultural 
Encounters, an event which brings us together every year between the Congresses. 
Our clubs owe a lot to Françoise. On behalf of all of you, I assure her family of our sympathy and compassion.  
 
Friendly Yours 
                        

Muriel Hannart 

International President  

ialc.president@lyceumclubs.org 

 

 
 

NEWS FROM THE CLUBS 

 

 
 

 

 

As 2021 came to an end, most Australian Lyceum Clubs were able to celebrate Christmas in style, despite the continued 
presence of COVID.  
 

 
In Adelaide, a capacity crowd of more than 60 members 
mingled and enjoyed lively conversation in the garden 
before sitting down to a delicious, festive meal. Attendees 
were surprised to witness "A Different Bush Christmas," a 
modern nativity radio play set in the Australian outback. 
This featured a tired, city family, with a heavily pregnant 
mother, breaking down near a remote pub. Fun and chaos 
ensued, including an easy birth and the appearance of a 
camel. To finish, members wore masks to sing along to a 
Christmas carol. 
 
 
Lyceum Club Adelaide's Radio Players in "A Different 
Bush Christmas" 

 

In Brisbane, the Annual Christmas Morning Tea took place in early December in the Lyceum rooms located in the city 
centre. More than half the membership attended, so it was an excellent opportunity to catch up with old friends and 
make new acquaintances. Lyceum Brisbane sponsors a classical voice scholarship through the Queensland 
Conservatorium Griffith University Brisbane. This year's winner, a superb baritone, provided exceptional entertainment 
showcasing his voice, range, and professionalism. Guests were updated on the careers of past winners who are working 
overseas. 
 

Australia 

mailto:ialc.president@lyceumclubs.org
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In Sydney, Lyceum members were thrilled to meet again in December for Christmas Lunch and look forward to 
resuming the regular program of activities in 2022. 
 
The Karrakatta Club in Perth enjoyed a variety of musical events to end 
2021. The Club's 127th Birthday was celebrated with a Sundowner where 
Sophie Herbert performed for all. Sophie was the 2021 winner of the Club's 
Dame Mary Gilmore Award for the most promising final year female student 
in the Classical Vocal course at the Western Australian Academy of 
Performing Arts. Bella Marslen, the previous year's winner, returned to 
entertain at the Christmas Sundowner in December. Also, the Dr Roberta Jull 
Room was named with her descendants present at this event. Anna 
Sleptsova, an internationally renowned pianist, played the Club Bechstein 
baby grand piano at the closing luncheon for the year. The Karrakatta Club 
certainly enjoyed a musical feast for the festive season! 
 
 

President Lesley Williams (left) with Sophie Herbert and her accompanist 

 

Lyceum Club Melbourne 
 
In January 2022, the Lyceum Club Melbourne welcomed back members to the clubrooms after almost two years of 
COVID disruption. During this time, staff mastered snap lockdowns, opening and closing the Club at short notice, 
changing restrictions, and rescheduling events. However, the coming months are likely to pose ongoing challenges as 
the Omicron variant affects growing numbers of members and staff. 
2022 marks the 110th Birthday of the Lyceum Club Melbourne's creation. This milestone provides an opportunity to 
reflect on the importance of Lyceum to members all through the years. The Club was full of eminent, pioneering women 
who were major contributors to Melbourne's cultural, educational, artistic, and professional life. 
Today, the value to society of private-member, single-sex clubs is being challenged. The words of Club Member Lois 
Foster resonate: "The constant reminder that women (especially educated women) are valuable members of society in 
their own right – regardless of their marital status, for example – is given reality through the Lyceum." The year's 
celebrations will commence with a cocktail party on the Club's Birthday, 21st March. 

 
 
 
During NAIDOC week in 2021, Lyceum Melbourne celebrated Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples' history, culture, and achievements through an art 
exhibition entitled "Bold and Brilliant – An Exhibition of Indigenous Women's 
Art." This exhibition included artwork generously provided from Lyceum 
Members' private collections. Two members, Jacky Healy and Alison Kelly, with 
deep involvement in indigenous art and artists, described the history and 
provenance of the works on display. A lunch complemented the fascinating 
discussion based on indigenous food created by Chef Peter. The aim is for this 
initiative to become a regular part of the calendar. 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In January 2022, the Club congratulated its most recent Australia Day award recipients, Fay Marles AM and Jane 
Trembath OAM, for their outstanding contributions to the community. 
 
 

Angela Gordon, President 

Australian Association of Lyceum Clubs Inc. 

https://www.lyceumclubs.org.au/ 

https://www.lyceumclubs.org.au/
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Dear friends of the Lyceum Clubs at the far end of the world or closer to our borders. 
 
2021 was quiet here in Belgium, Covid demands it! 
We remained very serious, the theatres, restaurants, museums and sports halls being closed. 
- In spite of this, we were able to follow some very high-quality zoom conferences organised by our twin sisters in Paris. 
Their choices were excellent. 
- Again, at their initiative, we crossed the border to visit LILLE, that beautiful city in the north of France. The guide was 
so fascinating that he made us forget the cold which froze our fingers and feet to the point of not feeling them... 
- We were to receive the Lyceum Club of Grenoble, unfortunately, their visit to Belgium had to be cancelled because 
of the Covid. 
 

 
I must also tell you that we were very concerned about the 
floods here in Belgium (villages drowned and houses 
destroyed). Our Club sent the sum of 200€ to the 
Association of mutual aid to the victims.  
 
A few weeks later, there were very strong wind storms. I 
enclose a photo of the Atomium made with humour: 
Belgian surrealism! 
 
 
 
 

Warmest regards to all of you, Lyceum friends from all over the world. 

 

Claudie Gorse  

President of the International Lyceum Club of Belgium 

 

 
 

 
 

 
Dear friends, 
 
The last two years were difficult for all of us due to the pandemic. 
However, as long as we do not lose faith there is hope for better days to come. 
 
Here are some of our activities:   
 
On Volunteers Day, members of the Board visited Children Institutions and offered painting materials and sweets. 
 
An event was organised by the Music School of Frenaros in memory of our late President Claire Angelides. 
 
A member of the Lyceum Board of Directors, Imlia Pachniotou, presented the book written by the Lyceum Secretary, 
Maroula Kadji. 
 
There was also a show produced by the Primary School of Pervolia on the life and achievements of Famagusta Lyceum 
Club. 
 

Belgium 

Cyprus 
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On 20th January 2022, during the elections, the new President Tasoula Hadjitofi Georgiou was elected, 
as well as new young members on the Board of Directors. 
 
Our aim is to make our future activities as attractive and interesting as possible to the young generation.  
  
Let us all be optimistic and look forward to better days to come. 
 

  

Valentine Thomaides 

Vice-President 

Famagusta Lyceum Club Cyprus   www.lykionellinidon.org.cy 

 

 
 

 

     Helsinki Lyceum Club: 90 years 
 
The Helsinki Lyceum Club was founded in 1932. Finland was a young state at that time. It became independent in 1917. 
Until that, Finland had been an autonomous part of the Russian Empire since 1809, and under Swedish rule for some 
500 years before that. Women in Finland got the right to vote in 1906. 
In a circle of ladies, the spirit of emancipation led to an initiative for creating a club only for women. Two of these ladies 
had been introduced to the Lyceum Club organization in England and brought the idea with them to Finland. An 
invitation letter to 300 ladies was sent out and at the first meeting, it was decided that the Helsinki Lyceum Club would 
be founded. The Helsinki Lyceum Club has been special in that it is bilingual. From the beginning both the Finnish and 
Swedish languages have been used equally. 
The Club had its meetings in the city centre in the same building as the Stock Exchange and therefore the facilities were 
excellent even with restaurant services. One of the first big events was, when the Crown Princess Louise of Sweden 
visited the Club. It was well covered by the press. 
During the war years 1940-1944, the activities concentrated on helping children and soldiers. From Lyceum Clubs in 
Switzerland, medicine and chocolate were sent via the Red Cross. This was highly appreciated, and the gifts were 
forwarded to those in need. 
In 1961 the ladies had courage to take a big bank loan and buy an apartment for which they had to find financing for 
many years to come, and for that we are more than grateful today. 
In 1956 our Club board member Ellinor Ivalo took successfully part in the competition for designing the Lyceum brooch 
- and she won!  
During the years of activity, three of Finland's President wives have been members, and as well as many other 
prominent and interesting women. Today, we are 121 in the Helsinki Club and concentrate our activities on weekly 
interesting lectures on different and broad topics, and excursions. We will celebrate our anniversary in October in the 
same Stock Exchange restaurant where the Club was founded. We promise to try to do our best in carrying on the 
Lyceum tradition for the next 90 years to come!  
 
Benita Tallqvist, President of the Finnish Federation and the Helsinki Lyceum Club. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

       
 

Finland 

http://www.lykionellinidon.org.cy/
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With the gradual decline of the pandemic, the French clubs have resumed their activities in their usual form, while 
maintaining the sharing of conferences initiated by Zoom in recent months.  
Many meetings are scheduled between clubs or abroad. Frustration has clearly led to a desire to make up for the time 
taken up by these months of restrictions. The various pages of the clubs' websites illustrate this vitality very well in 
pictures. 

 
 
At our Federation General Assembly, held at the end of November, the Committee voted 
to nominate Muriel Hannart as Honorary President of the French Federation to pay 
tribute to her commitment to the service of the Lyceum in her successive mandates 
within our French Federation and then the AILC. A detailed article recalling all her 
functions is dedicated to her on the FFLCI website.  
 
 
 
 

It was also decided to create a Federation sponsorship in collaboration with the prestigious Ecole du Louvre. A grant of 
3000 € will be awarded annually, for at least three years, to a student chosen according to precise criteria and whose 
research work aims to shed light on the work of a female artist who was little known in her time.  
 
This collaboration, which combines the Lyceum's vocation to support quality courses and the level of excellence 
required by this remarkable school, which is extremely sensitive to the living and working conditions of its students, 
seemed obvious. It will also provide our association with interesting spin-offs in terms of image. 
 
The winning student will present his /her work at the Federation's annual general meeting. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Finally, more than a hundred French Lyceum members are registered for the next International Congress in Rabat. I am 
of course delighted with this very strong participation of French clubs, which is undoubtedly facilitated by our regular 
exchanges with the members of Rabat and which gives a strong concrete expression to our Lyceum dimension of 
openness and encounter. 
 
 
 
 
 

France 
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Tribute to Françoise Feuillée 

 
 

 
Our French federation is in mourning after the death of Françoise Feuillée, an 
emblematic figure in its history. After having been President of the Dijon Club, 
she was Vice-President and then President of the French Federation from 1998 
to 2001.  
 
We are losing a personality unanimously appreciated for her elegant heart and 
her fine and attentive intelligence. Françoise embodied in her various mandates 
the values of the Lyceum to which she was so attached and where she left her 
personal mark on the various developments. Our entire community pays tribute 
to her. 
 
 

Detailed text on the FFLCI website: https://www.lyceumfrance.org/35652-2/  
 
 
 

Isabelle Bertrand 
                   President FFLCI 
                    www.lyceumfrance.org 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
This time, too, there is unfortunately only a very short German contribution. Due to the renewed high number of 
covid-cases, there was no regular club life in Germany during the last 5 months. We were just able to hold our annual 
Federation meeting from 1 - 3 October 2021, in the presence of Monique Gächter, VPNH, which we were very happy 
about. At the board elections, the president Dorette Schuppert and the vice-president Erika Partsch were confirmed 
in office, while Marianne Lennartz from LC Cologne was elected treasurer. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Erika Partsch, Marianne Lennartz, Dorette Schuppert 
 

Germany 

https://www.lyceumfrance.org/35652-2/
http://www.lyceumfrance.org/
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The German Presidents and Vice Presidents and our International Vice President of the Northern Hemisphere, 
Monique Gächter 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For Christmas, the Berlin Executive Board treated the members to a Christmas gift, something to read, something to 
snack on, a candle, all perfectly wrapped. As an enclosure, there was the Bulletin of Autumn 2021. 
A few photos below: 
  

  
 

 The LC Frankfurt Rhein-Main even managed to host a festive Christmas dinner. 

 
 
 
 

 
The board with the musicians.  
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In Hamburg, too, there was Christmas dinner in a festive setting. The Christmas card from the LC Hamburg, below:

 
 
  
But now, at last, regular club life is slowly getting underway again. Please visit our new website https://lyceum-
club.de , where you will find the programme. 
 
The next event is the 2022 Federation Meeting in Karlsruhe from 25-27 March and then we look forward to seeing 
you again in Rabat in May.  

https://lyceum-club.de/
https://lyceum-club.de/
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In the hope that we will be able to give you a more detailed report on the activities of the German Lyceum Clubs in 
the autumn, I would like to greet you warmly on behalf of the German Federation, 
Yours,  
 
Dorette Schuppert 
President of  the Association of International Lyceum Clubs in Germany 
Wilhelmsaue 16 
D-10715 Berlin 
 
Telefon:  +49 30 20 91 38 55 
Fax:        +49 30 20 91 38 56 
E-Mail:   praesidentin@lyceum-club.de 
 
 
 
 

 

 
It is a pleasure for me  to share with my Lyceum friends what has been achieved recently by another club of the 
Italian Federation, namely the Lyceum Club of Cremona.  
 
The International Lyceum Club of Cremona was founded in 1985. At the moment, its President is Prof. Laura Ruffini, 
who was also  President of the Italian Federation of Lyceum Clubs, from 2002 to 2008. 
 
Over the years, the activity of the Lyceum of Cremona has always been focused on the themes provided for by its 
Statute, favouring the organization of meetings and events dedicated to the role of Women in Society. Particular 
attention has been devoted to music, given the great tradition that marks the city's history that has in Claudio 
Monteverdi, Antonio Stradivari and in its great violin- making heritage its most distinctive trait. 
 
Unfortunately, the Covid-19 epidemic, which has badly hit the whole city, has heavily affected the annual activities of 
the Club. Indeed, due to its closed headquarters (at the Philharmonic Society of Cremona) and the serious restrictions 
imposed by the authorities, most of them had to take place online. 

 
The Club, continuing in the policy of collaboration with the Municipal 
Administration and with other cultural associations, in particular the Historical 
Society,of Cremona, participated in the project "Dante in Cremona", a series 
of eight online conferences, held from April, 16th 2021 to June, 3rd 2021 that 
dealt with a part of the history of the city of Cremona, contemporary to Dante 
and particularly significant for the city.  

 

 

On October, 26th 2021 and November, 9th 2021 were organized the first and 

second meetings of the conference dedicated to Luciano Roncai Architect 

Lecturer Scholar, organized with the Historical Society of Cremona in memory of 

this character who, as a scholar, has dedicated his energies to enhance the 

architectural and urban history of Cremona and its territory, and as a lecturer at 

the Milan Polytechnic, to train future architects. 

 

Italy 

mailto:praesidentin@lyceum-club.de
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Finally, on November,19th 2021, still in online mode, was held the sixth edition of Cremona Literature on the subject 
"Literary genres and the public". During the event organized by the Lyceum of Cremona, three well-known literary 
critics (Alfonso Berardinelli, Matteo Marchesini and Walter Siti) discussed the evolution of the various literary genres 
with the coordination of the writer Giovanni Catelli, finalist at the Strega  Prize2021. 
 
Here is the link below to access the video: 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Viu_haGDlwIcPrdip8YNqB-KIJK_16oh/view?usp=drive_web 
 
Maria Claudia Bianculli, President of the Italian Federation 
Sonia Tassini, Vice -President of the Italian Federation 
 

 

 

Annie Wood Tauranga Art Group 

 
Our club has an enthusiastic Art Group who enjoy creating and re-
creating paintings from varying inspiration. Landscapes, still life, 
portraiture, nature and whimsy provide endless bounty. Our tutor 
Shirley Barry has a long creative history as a porcelain artist, 
watercolour artist and teacher. She supports our individual styles with 
kindness and never-failing good humour, whether watercolour, acrylic 
or oils.  

 
 
 
 
The group has been running for 15 years with a core of 3 attending 
since it began. We are proud of our eldest member Margaret 
McNaughton, who at a sprightly 99, is still producing wonderful 
work. {We exhibit often and have entered several of the Tauranga 
Garden and Art festivals held bi-annually, to good acclaim.  
 
 

Currently we are working towards the next festival held this year. Our Monday gatherings are a time of encouragement, 
laughter and friendships forged.  

 
 

Best Regards,  
 
Annie Wood 
Annie Wood Tauranga Art Group 

New Zealand 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Viu_haGDlwIcPrdip8YNqB-KIJK_16oh/view?usp=drive_web
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The International Lyceum Club of Lisbon, after a holiday period, resumed its activities with an excellent participation 
of its members, tired of being subjected to the restrictions imposed by the pandemic. In October,we visited the 
interesting Art Deco Museum, organised two cultural trips and had a conference delivered by our Vice-President 
Solange, about the evolution of the conditon of Women in society from the 19th century until nowadays. It was a 
fascinating moment, which helped us to understand how Women were in many respects despised in society even in 
the XX century. However, thanks to the determination of some, this situation has been reversed, and today women are 
independent, respected and occupy important public positions. 
 
The two trips mentioned above were a three-day trip to the centre of the country, where the participants stayed at the 
magnificent Palace Hotel in Buçaco, built in the Manueline style and once the residence of the Portuguese kings. They 
visited the Convent of Lorvão, the confectionery that makes the famous pasteis de Tentúgal and the city of Figueira da 
Foz. 
On the other trip to Peniche, in November, we enjoyed the beauty of its fishing port and appreciated this land of bobbin 
lace makers, with a visit to the bobbin Lace School, the Church of S. Pedro and the Chapel of Senhora dos Remédios. 
We took the opportunity to commemorate St. Martin's Day, by sharing a friendly lunch. 
 
To finish the activities of this period, we had the traditional Christmas lunch in one of the best restaurants in the Paço 
de Arcos area "A Dízima". 
Taking advantage of the high number of members present, we held the General Assembly during which the Programme 
of the Activities and  the Budget for 2022 were approved of. 
 
We hope that the new year will bring us more opportunities of cultural meetings. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                             Christmas Lunch 
 

Maria Teresa Abreu Matos 

President of the International Lyceum Club of Lisbon 

www.lyceumlisboa.pt 
 
 

 
 

 
2022 will be our first live meeting - Annual Meeting in March.  
 
After several postponed events in 2021, we were able to resume our activities during the autumn. 
 
 In 1919, the Swedish Parliament decided on universal suffrage for women – the last Nordic country to do so. In the 
1921 elections, Swedish women were allowed to vote for the first time. Since it was a 100th anniversary, we thought 
it was time to talk about the road to women's suffrage. 

Portugal 

Sweden 

http://www.lyceumlisboa.pt/
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One of the tsarist family Nicolai II's court jewellers was the 
Swede Wilhelm Bolin. One of his grandchildren gave an 
exciting talk about their cooperation in Russia with Fabergé, 
world famous among other things for their Easter eggs. 
 
A book has been published about the current Swedish king's 
grandmother, Crown Princess Margareta from England. In 
connection with this, an exhibition was arranged at the Royal 
Palace to remember Crown Princess Margareta. Her 
grandmother was Queen Victoria. The Crown Princess was 
very popular in Sweden. She took the initiative to establish 
the Swedish Lyceum Club in Stockholm.  

 
At our recurring programme in December, Music at Christmas, our members heard Mozart played by the skilled Carl 
Meurling. We had a wonderful experience of the music and also an interesting and entertaining description of the 
creation and structure of the different pieces of music. 
 
Under the leadership of Marianne Hirdman and Elisabeth Paues, the club's Book Circle has continued to be able to 
conduct its meetings, either at the home of a member, when the pandemic allowed, or via zoom. Club members meet 
once a month and attendance is high. Everyone reads the same book and the discussions go high at the meetings. The 
selected authors come from all continents.  
 
Christina Bratt  
Vice- President 
Int. Lyceum club of Stockholm 
www.lyceumclub.se 

 
 

La Chaux-de-Fonds : trip to Champagne and Burgundy October 2021 

With health measures relaxed, Monique Marié and Janine Viatte could finally organise this journey of discovery. 

Langres, a fortified city, the birthplace of Diderot, stands out with its high ramparts, its towers and its 3.5 km of 

ramparts. 

In Troyes, an old medieval city famous for the Champagne fairs, criss-

crossed with half-timbered and high-gabled houses, we discovered the 

imposing cathedral of St-Pierre and St-Paul, its 500m2 of exceptionally 

beautiful stained-glass windows, the Church of St-Magdalene with its 

stone rood screen, an incredible ornate lacework, and the Basilica of 

St-Urbain, a major witness to the radiant Gothic style. 

Stone rood screen of St. Magdalene 

 

We were welcomed by the Lyceum Club of Troyes in the family cellar 

of the president dating from the 12th century, restored with great 

finesse and taste. 

We shared a lovely meal and formed new friendships. 

 

      Welcome by the President of Troyes, Annie Formont 

Switzerland 

http://www.lyceumclub.se/
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In Reims, the city of Kings, the cathedral revealed a rich collection 

of stained-glass windows, some of which were designed by Chagall 

and Imi Knoebel. Adjacent to the cathedral, the Palais de Tau 

houses the treasure and part of the church's statuary. 

The basilica of St-Rémi, a Romanesque achievement, impressed 

with its depth and the four-storey Gothic choir gives an impression 

of lightness, harmony and intimacy. 

 

            Stained glass windows by Chagall 

Finally, we visited the villa "La Demoiselle", a jewel of Art 

Nouveau, the renaissance castle of Ancy-le-Franc designed 

by the architect Serlio for the count Antoine III de 

Clermont, the Vix treasure at Châtillon-sur-Seine, a 

fabulous Greek crater discovered in the tomb of a Celtic 

princess from the end of the 6th century BC, the Cistercian 

abbey of Fontenay founded in 1118 by St-Bernard de 

Clairvaux. 

Villa "La Demoiselle" 

End of a very nice trip, rich in discoveries and shared friendships. With thanks to our dedicated organizers.  

 

Nicole Philippekin 

President of the Lyceum Club of La Chaux-de-Fonds 

www.lyceumcf.ch 

 

=============================== 
 

PRESS RELEASE 

 
On Sunday, 14 November 2021, the 41st Music Competition of the International Lyceum Club of Switzerland 
concluded with the awarding of prizes to the three best jazz groups.  This competition takes place every 3 years and 
the majority of it is sponsored by the contributions of the members. For the first time, the music competition was held 
in collaboration with the Bern University of the Arts (HKB), which supported our project with its infrastructure 
(auditorium, technicians, etc.). 
 
The eight groups that were eligible to participate in the competition were nominated by the four music colleges in 
Switzerland that offer a Master's degree in Jazz Performance (Basel, Bern, Lausanne and Lucerne). They were each the 
two best groups from this year's course for the competition.  
 
The 3 jury members, Brooks Giger from Geneva, Valeria Zangger from Lucerne and Marieke Meischke from the 
Netherlands judged the groups during the two days of the preliminary rounds. The high level and the very broad 
spectrum of musical performances did not make it easy for the jury to select the following three groups for the final: 
The Mahogany Hall, a venerable jazz venue near the Bärengraben in Bern, was the appropriate setting for the final 
concert and with well over 70 registered visitors we had a full house. We were delighted to welcome many members 
of our clubs, as well as some members of our Patronage Committee. 

http://www.lyceumcf.ch/
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The bands had all presented themselves excellently. The trio 
Cluster Movement made the walls vibrate with their free jazz 
improvisations, the quartet Gyre impressed with a virtuoso line-up 
of dulcimer, piano, electric guitar and drums, and the quintet 
Crome was unusually scored with string instruments only (2 violins, 
viola, cello and saxophone) and played beautifully in tune with 
each other.  
 
 
 
 

Cluster Movement from the Lucerne University        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                     Crome from the Lausanne University of Applied Sciences 
 
 
 
 
 

Gyre from the Bern University  
 
The 1st prize went to Gyre, followed by Crome with the 2nd prize and Cluster Movement with the 3rd prize. During 
the award ceremony, the jury gave the candidates a detailed explanation of the reasons for the awards, so that not 
only the musicians but also the audience could understand the evaluation.   
 
We are very happy that we were able to arrange two follow-up concerts for the winning ensembles, one on 18 February 
2022 at the Würth Haus in Rorschach, another in May 2022 in Brittany. 
 
The final concert was recorded on video and can be listened to on the ILC Switzerland website under Online Events 
(www.lyceumclub.ch) . The direct links to the three concert recordings are as follows: 
 
GYRE: https://vimeo.com/655107268 
CROME: https://vimeo.com/655108280 
CLUSTER MOVEMENT: https://vimeo.com/655109259 
 

 

  

For the Lyceum Club in Groningen, it was also an unusual year. During the first half of 2021 we restricted ourselves 

mainly to a monthly ‘Corona Bulletin’, in which we exchanged information on poems, diary entries, recipes and tips on 

(online) activities.  

 

 

 

 

The Netherlands 

http://www.lyceumclub.ch/
https://vimeo.com/655107268
https://vimeo.com/655108280
https://vimeo.com/655109259
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Towards the summer it became possible for us to 

organise a number of small-scale activities. 

Throughout the summer we visited several gardens 

and a few other outdoor projects: these mini-

excursions usually culminated in an alfresco lunch. 

We celebrated the Groningen Lyceum Club’s 92nd 

birthday in the gardens of our members, like we did 

last year. These small-scale activities gave us the 

chance to get to know each other on a more personal 

level.  

 

 

In September, we resumed our lectures and other regular 

activities, with only minimal restrictions, which felt like heaven. 

No cancellations, no sudden changes of plan. 

Our lectures covered a wide variety of topics: Art Nouveau, 

Painting Gardens – from Monet to Matisse, Darwin’s Dating 

Show, The Art of Woodcarving, Cultural-historical research on the 

renovation of the Parliament Buildings in The Hague, Conceptual 

Art and, lastly, The Concept of the Virgin Birth in Egyptian and 

Greco-Roman Antiquity.  

This period of relative bliss lasted until December 19th, after 

which a total lockdown was introduced again. 

 

 

Luckily, we managed to have our Christmas gathering – a concert featuring 

the internationally acclaimed musicians, violinist Sergei Bolotny and pianist 

Keiko Sakuma – before this total lockdown. The New Year’s get-together, 

however, will again be cancelled.  

 

 

Let me end on a positive note: we realise that we have kept relatively safe in this part of the world, we managed to 

stick together as a club and to welcome quite a few new members during the second half of 2021. 

 We are hoping 2022 will be a good year, not only for us but for everyone.  

          Lilian Jeanty  

    President of the Lyceum Club of Groningen   

https://www.lyceumclubgroningen.nl/  

https://www.lyceum.nl 

 

 

https://www.lyceumclubgroningen.nl/


       17 

 

 

Our year started in October 2021 and we have enjoyed club meetings with excellent and interesting speakers. Our 
recent talk was on Duncan Napier, an Edinburgh Herbalist who was born in 1831 and there is still a Napier herbalist 
shop in Edinburgh today. However, some meetings had to be cancelled because of government restrictions. Our next 
meeting will be our AGM and then we move into our informal summer programme which we are looking forward to.  
 

 
 
Edinburgh Castle is one of the oldest fortified places in Europe. It has a long and rich history as a royal residence, military 
garrison, prison and fortress and it is alive with many exciting tales. When you climb castle hill, you walk in the footsteps 
of soldiers, Kings and Queens. The Edinburgh Lyceum Club hold their meetings in the city centre just a short walk from 
the castle. 
 
Diane BURROW    President of the Edinburgh Lyceum Club 
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