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Dear friends,  
 
I have waited as long as possible to write this editorial, hoping that the health crisis would be over, and that I could 
share this good news with you. Sadly, it is still a little too early! Some countries have suffered more than others. I am 
thinking in particular of Greece, Australia and New Zealand. Now some parts of Australia are still affected and so is 
Georgia. However, I think we should remain optimistic ... 
Nevertheless, life has gone on.  
Indeed, the pandemic did not prevent the celebration of some anniversaries with the presence of their twin club, the 
creation of a new club in France (Lyceum club Bretagne Emeraude). Another twinning was created, that of the Lyceum 
club of Lisbon with that of Troyes. The ceremony took place at the beginning of September, in Lisbon; the atmosphere 
was both serious because of the quality of the commitment of the two clubs, and extremely warm. The future is full of 
promise for these two clubs. And finally, there were many initiatives world-wide to fight against the "shrinking" of the 
clubs. Numerous contacts via Zoom enabled me to discover them. 
I also preferred to write to you after the BCI, the annual meeting of all federation presidents, had been over. This 
meeting took place through Zoom on 27 and 28 September. We were delighted to welcome as an observer Tsira Bewick, 
the President of the young club of Tbilisi, who is looking forward to having it validated by the next Congress in Rabat.  
The agenda was rich. Each president was able to give an update on her federation, so it was a reflection of your clubs. 
We then discussed two major subjects for the future of the Lyceum Club, which concern us all: the revision of the 
statutes and the rejuvenation of the clubs. 
- After two years of consultations within a small dedicated committee, and after studying the comments of the 
federations, the BCI has prepared a new version of the statutes which will be presented for validation to the 
International Council in Rabat (end of May 2022). We wanted simpler statutes, more adapted to our constantly 
changing world. On your behalf, I thank the members of the Committee. 
- In view of the general observation that our clubs are ageing, which is reflected in difficulties in recruitment and leads 
to fears that the Lyceum Club may disappear in the long term, a questionnaire was sent to each federation, a 
questionnaire dealing on the one hand with the current situation, and on the other hand with potential proposals to 
improve this situation. 
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After careful study of all these questionnaires, and discussions by Zoom with the club or federation presidents, it 
appeared that we absolutely and urgently had to modify our communication, make ourselves known and give our clubs 
a dynamic image likely to be attractive. The pandemic gave us the chance to discover and learn about electronic means 
(video conferences, use of YouTube, Vimeo.......).  
I will not detail here the decisions taken at the BCI, that is the role of each of the federation presidents... I am sure that 
in a short time, you will hear about these projects.... and that you will be happy to take part in them. I remind you that 
the Lyceum Club can only function with the participation of each of you. 
Dear friends, enjoy reading this newsletter. It is our link! 
 
Friendly Yours                               

   Muriel Hannart 
International President 

president@lyceumclubs.org  

 

Farewell tribute to Claire Angelides      Cyprus Lyceum Club  

Claire was born in 1932 in Famagusta.  
Graduated Greek Gymnasium of Famagusta and University of Athens in Philosophy   
Worked as a Teacher of Higher Education and Headmistress from 1956 to 1991. 

In 1974, in the wake of the Turkish invasion and occupation of half of Cyprus, Claire and her family moved to Limassol, 
where she worked for 10 years as Headmistress at the Lanition High School of Education (1981-1991). 
  
On her own initiative, she reactivated the Famagusta Lyceum in Limassol in1975. Three sub-branches were established: 
Nicosia, Larnaca and Eleftheri Ammohostos. The Children Summer Resort at Ayia Napa was put into operation again in 
1979 until today. 
 
In 2010, IALC Congress was hosted in Limassol Cyprus with 300 participants with great success in the presence of Mrs 
Eltjie Brill Mayer, IALC International President who recalls the great success of this event on the various subjects 
discussed in a very respectful way and at the closing of the Congress, recited some of Claire’s beautiful poems.  
 
In 2018, Claire and all of us we were happy and honoured to have with us IALC Vice-President Muriel Hannart at the 
celebration of our Lyceums 87 anniversary who congratulated us on the work we do for the children.   On Muriel’s 
permission, I will repeat her own words “Today I read a sentence which made me thank Claire” “Education is to the 
soul what Sculpture is to a marble block”.  
 
In 1991, Claire was elected as member of the House of Parliament in the District of Famagusta. 
In 1993, she was elected as the Minister of Education and Culture (1993-1997). 
 
She was conducive to the signing of cultural agreements with various countries such as Greece, Syria, Russia, Israel, 
Luxembourg, Slovakia, Cuba, Panama and Poland. 
She established Chairs of History and Greek Culture in Australia, Boston and Munster University in Germany in 1995. 
 
During her tenure as Minister, she was driving force for the materialization of numerous educational and cultural 
projects. In 1994 she established and inaugurated “Kypria” (Cultural Event of the Ministry of Education and Culture), 
an internationally acclaimed cultural event ever since. She helped in the implementation of the “Laona Plan” by 
providing schools which were not in operation to be converted into rural Museums and folklore centres. 
 
She was involved in the organization of the Symphonic Orchestra of the Ministry. 

 Literary Work 
At the age of 16, she wrote the poem “I Skepsi” ("The Thought")  
From 1967 to 2004, she published more than 10 poetical works and has been awarded 3 times. 
From 1997 to 2003, she wrote 4 narratives  

 Vale 
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She wrote many articles of cultural and educational content in newspapers and magazines in Cyprus and Greece which 
were translated into many languages. 
 
In 1996, her work "Lemonanthousa Kyra Famagusta" was set to music and performed:  

• at the Amphitheatre of the School for the Blind 

• at the Ancient Curium Theatre Limassol  

• at the Pattiheon Theatre in Larnaca  

• at the Herodeion Theatre in Athens with the participation of the Orchestra of ERT. It was released on CD which 
included, inter alia, the recitation of Anna Synodinou, a famous Greek actress. 

 
Her poem " Pentadaktylos my son" was set to music by the composer Pramateftakis from the island of Crete and was 
presented at Heraklion Crete in August 2002. 
Poems from her work “HOES” were set to music by Cypriot Composer George Theofanous and released on CD with the 
famous Greek Singer Marinela. 
Also, from her book "Potnia Als" poems were set to music by the well-known Cypriot Composer Costas Kakogiannis and 
released on CD. The work was presented at the Greek Center in London. 
 
Claire served as  
President of: The Cyprus Lyceum 

The National Committee for the Family                          

 Vice-President of:  The International Centre for Cultural Exchange and 
The International Foundation for Mediterranean Studies 

Social Activities 
1960 - Founding member of the Famagusta Scientific Philological Association 
1974 - Founding member of the Famagusta Women's Associations 
1975 - 1976 - Founding President of the Lioness Club Famagusta 
1988 - Founding President of the Cyprus Organization of Business and Professional Women (KOGEE) 
1990 - 1991 - Founding President of the Lions Club Arsinoe Famagusta 
1999 - Founding President of the Displaced Women Movement of Cyprus 
2015 – 2017 - Founding President of the Hellenic Foundation for Culture ESTIA of Greece and Cyprus. 

Awards 
1.   Claire has been awarded 17 times by various Clubs and Organizations.  
2.   Gold medal from the Academy of Greek Language and Culture of Germany in 2000. 
3.   Honorary Doctor of Philosophy of the University of Athens and Middlesex University London 
4.    B’ Award for European Volunteering, Strasbourg 2010. 
5.   Gold medal by the Society of Arts, Science and Literature of Paris for her poem “Salaminies Avres 2004” 
     (Translated into French) 
 
  Honorary Distinctions : She received 24 Honorary Distinctions from 1988 – 2004. 

Armed Campaign for Self – Determination of Cyprus (1955-1959) 
She was an active member of EOKA (“National Organisation of Cypriot Fighters”) having joined the organisation 
together with her late husband Nikos Angelides.  After the national struggle and the subsequent establishment of the 
Republic of Cyprus, Claire continued to support and honour her comrades.   
In 1959 she undertook the teaching of many young members of EOKA in order to prepare them for succeeding in the 
exams for a high school diploma. 
In 1993, by means of a Council of Ministers resolution that followed a motion made by her, the EOKA Memorial 
Historical Museum for the liberation of Cyprus was established.  
 
Claire Angelides’ love and devotion for her country and its Greek culture cannot be expressed in words. 
Claire will always be in our hearts! 

On behalf of the members of the Board of the Cyprus Lyceum 

Valentine Thomaides 
Vice-President 
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NEWS FROM THE CLUBS 
 

 

Australia remains a divided continent with strict state border controls and travel restricted between states. The fast-
paced delta strain of COVID-19 has been prevalent in New South Wales and Victoria since mid-June 2021. Cases are 
now emerging in Queensland. 
 
The ongoing lockdowns in Melbourne and Sydney mean both Clubs are relying on Zoom to keep members engaged in 
Club activities. Physical meetings are not possible at present. Adding to the difficulties, Melbourne recently experienced 
an earthquake. 
 
However, thanks to energetic leaders, members remain connected and engaged to their Club and other friends 
throughout the Lyceum community. Recently, the Lyceum Club Melbourne welcomed the IALC President, Muriel 
Hannart, to the Drama Circle to enjoy a radio play. 
 
In September, the Sydney Lyceum Club held its Annual General Meeting via Zoom where Christine Yeats was elected 
as President. Christine has a wide variety of interests including being a member of the UNESCO Australian Memory of 
the World Committee. 
 
In August, the Lyceum Club Brisbane held their Annual Debate where the topic was “Is it better to live gracefully or 
disgracefully”? Guests were well entertained by the lively debate. The Evening Circle enjoyed a Swiss theme of fondue 
for the September dinner. 
 
Membership of the Karrakatta Club continues to 
grow since the successful relocation to new premises. 
In August, the Club held a panel discussion entitled 
“Making Women’s Voices Heard.” The distinguished 
guest panel discussed the homelessness of women 
over 55. Homelessness is a complex issue, where each 
problem is a symptom of another.  The aim was to 
share knowledge and insights, and to form 
recommendations. Over 100 people attended the 
event including representatives from 19 other 
women’s clubs. The weekly Lyceum events continue 
as a regular part of the Club calendar with special 
events planned in the last quarter of the year. 

 

Making Women’s Voices Heard, 27th August 2021 
Panelists (L-R): 
Michelle Blakeley, Architect and Director, My Home 
The Hon. Mia Davies, MLA, Leader of the Opposition, 
Western Australia. 
The Hon. Kate Doust, MLC, Member for South 
Metropolitan, Western Australia. 
Welcomed by Lesley Williams, President of the 
Karrakatta Club, Perth.  
(Photographer: Suzanne John 
 

In Adelaide, the September Club Evening was well attended. The guest speaker from a local university presented the 
history of China-Australia relationships through period cartoons. Members and guests enjoyed the evening and being 
able to remove their masks to eat and drink. Later in month, the Lyceum Club Adelaide held its Annual General Meeting 
where members were allowed to attend in person. However, masks were required throughout proceedings. 

Australia 
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The AALC Triennial Congress which was due to be held in Adelaide in October 2021 has been postponed until 2022. It 
is hoped this event will provide an opportunity for members from all Clubs to meet again in person once travel 
restrictions are eased. 
 
Angela Gordon    President of the Australian Association of Lyceum Clubs 

 
The Australian Association of Lyceum Clubs’ website is: www.lyceumclubs.org.au 
 

 
 

Dear International Friends, 
 
It is a great pleasure to let you know how we are getting on, here in Belgium. Our activities were relatively scarce, as I 
am sure you are aware.  
                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

                          
So, I have chosen for you the two most beautiful entertainments we attended: our 
Honorary President, Princess Clotilde de Mérode, organised for us two musical 
entertainments in her castle of Rixensart.  
 
We attended an opera by Georg Friedrich Haendel "The Thwarted Loves of the Nymph 
Dorinda and the Hunter Sylvio" in the patio of the Castle. 
 
Sophie Monnoyer and Dominique Corbiau 

delighted us with their soprano and countertenor voices, but also with their 
elegant gestures, their magnificent hand-embroidered period costumes and 
accompanied by a trio composed of a harpsichordist, a violinist and a cellist, all of 
whom were talented. 
The applause and the bravos triumphed to crown this superb evening in this 
magical place of the Castle of Rixensart. 

Belgium 

http://www.lyceumclubs.org.au/
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We must thank Handel whose music has soared into the 21st century while remaining in tune with this 17th century 
venue.  
 
The second musical activity consisted of a walk in the gardens around the castle: the guides took us to the chapel where 
we were awaited by talented musicians: violinists, an organist, a soprano (with a voice worthy of Callas) to listen to film 
music such as Ennio Morricone, but also to Bach, Mozart, Schubert, Fauré, and in particular the very beautiful concerto 
for one voice by Saint Preux, which was magnificently performed. 
 

Then the hostesses led us through the woods to discover the perspective of a 
charming pond overhung by the beautiful large façade of the castle, all 
surrounded by an immense frame of greenery. Under a small tent, two lovely 
sisters were waiting for us. One was a violinist, the other a harpist, and they 
made us appreciate Irish, gypsy and Greek music. 
 
This walk, which was intended to help us discover music from different eras and 
around the world, took us to the cloister of the castle, where two performers 
were ready to play synthetic and electronic music. The towers overlooking the 

cloister must have been astonished by these sounds so far removed from their medieval memories! 
 
The walk did not end there, a refreshment bar offered us drinks from the Abbey of Maredsous, famous for its beer, as 
well as small delicacies. 
 
Be sure that when you come to Brussels, our dear Princess Clotilde de Mérode will welcome us with joy and pleasure, 
she loves the LYCEUM! 
 
Kind regards, warm friendship, and see you soon for beautiful cultural adventures. 
 
 
                                     Claudie Gorse 
President of the International Club of Belgium 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Dear 

Dear Ladies, 
 
Hope you are all well and strong. 
We are all going through unforeseen circumstances due to Covid 19 which has affected the whole world not 
only economically but mostly psychologically. 
Nevertheless, people out of nature and strong faith always survive!  
 
As regards our good news, on their Graduation Day Ceremony, the graduates of the School of Music in the 
non- occupied area of Famagusta by the Turks, performed Claire Angelides’ poems which were set to music. 
 
We attach the video link of Cyprus TV Channel by the Vice-President and Secretary on the activities and 
achievements of our lyceum Club from 1931 to 2021 for the new threats of the Turks to inhabit the town of 
Famagusta are a matter of great concern to us. 
Concerning our human rights, we have already asked for the support of IALC members we depend on. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zeBTDECIeR0 
 

Cyprus 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zeBTDECIeR0
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On 6th October 2021, situation permitting, we will arrange a get together gathering in memory of Claire 
Angelides with University speakers and a musical programme on Claire’s set to music poems.  
 
In November, we hope to be able to hold the elections of our Club. 
 
Due to the pandemic, the Children Summer Resort is still not in operation. 
 
 
Please take care and stay well 
 
With love, 
Valentine Thomaides 
Vice-President   Famagusta Lyceum Club    Cyprus 
www.lykionellinidon.org.cy 

 

 
 

Due  

 

 

 
Due to restrictions because of COVID-19, the Oulu Lyceum Club met only 
twice during the Spring. The annual meeting was held as a hybrid meeting 
with some members face-to-face and some online, for the first time ever! Our 
second spring meeting was so called flower hat picnic. According to 
traditions, we celebrate the beginning of summer wearing flower hats and 
sipping sparkling wine in some charming place. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 This time it was Oulu Museum of Art where we 
admired the international Supernatural 
exhibition.  
 
 
 
A dinner ended the evening with cheerful and 
lively discussions as people were happy to see 
each other again. Hope for returning to normal 
activities in the autumn is alive! 
 
 

 
Best regards from all of us, 
Päivi Kytömäki 
President of Oulu Lyceum Club 
 

Finland 

http://www.lykionellinidon.org.cy/
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The past few months have not been a period of immobility. Despite the constraints, the vitality of French 
clubs has been demonstrated by a number of events. 
 
First of all, a new club, the LCI Bretagne-Côte d'Emeraude, was created on 24 
June thanks to the dynamism of Marina André. The period of gestation took 
place over several months and allowed us to create a dynamic and motivated 
group. Our Federation now has 16 clubs and we are delighted with this 
contribution which enriches the French Lyceum community.  
 
Literary exchanges between the Rabat club and the French clubs started last April via Zoom. Each month, a 
meeting takes place around previously selected books, sometimes in the presence of the writers 
concerned, which guarantees a remarkable quality of exchange. The French clubs take it in turns to prepare 
these meetings with our Moroccan friends, which bring together a very large number of Lyceum members 
from all the clubs. 

Mahi Binebine, author of Le Fou du Roi (King’s Fool) 
 
Thank you to Selwa Chraibi for having warmly responded to my proposal for these 
exchanges, which allow us to establish precious and appreciated links in the perspective 
of the next Congress, and for having worked with me to organise them. Thank you also 
to all those who, within the clubs, have adhered to this project and have done a 

tremendous amount of preparatory work for the benefit of all. 
 
 
The North Brittany club has just celebrated its 40th anniversary. Two magnificent 
days, rich in discoveries and friendship, brought together a hundred or so people 
who were happy with the reunion and the special moments organised by the 
members of this club. The seven islands cruise, the discovery of Saint Brieuc and 
Tréguier and a superb gala dinner illuminated by fireworks on the water were 
the highlights of these two days and delighted the participants.  
 

 
 
On 8 September, the Troyes and Lisbon clubs signed an official twinning charter, 
thus concretising long years of friendship and the international dimension of our 
clubs. 
 
 
  

Finally, the redesign of the Federation's website and the websites has just been completed. Our two national 
webmasters have done a remarkable job in order to provide all of us with the communication tool we need 
for a better visibility. 
It is therefore under pleasant auspices and with the promise of new beautiful moments that this new 
Lyceum year starts. 
                     

Isabelle Bertrand 
President of the French Federation 

of International Lyceum Clubs       
www.lyceumfrance.org 

France 
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As in 2020, this summer half-year was also affected by the restrictions of the Corona Pandemic. In most states there 
were strict rules for events and so almost all events had to be cancelled up until July. Many clubs made the most of 

the warm weather in July and August by organising events in the open air, like walks, excursions and small parties.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Concert of the scholarship holders                                        Cosy get-together in the garden of an inn. 

of the LC Frankfurt/Hofheim 

 

The Lyceum Club of Berlin celebrated a 
summer party at the Kunsthaus Dahlem, 
where members were treated to sparkling 
wine, wine and finger food by the Board. The 
photos show the relaxed, lively and enjoyable 
atmosphere.  

 

Other clubs, too, had relaxed afternoons with walks, drinking coffee together or visiting museums in small groups.  

In the federation, we used the time to initiate a more modern website with a new webmaster, but it will take another 
two or three weeks before it is visible for all. Also, at the Federation meeting on October 2nd, we looked at rejuvenating 
Lyceum clubs, a burning issue with the high average age of the members of the German clubs. It was noted that it can 
only be a moderate rejuvenation, so that members continue to meet women in the Lyceum Club who have similar 
problems or life circumstances. 

In addition, the President and Vice-President were confirmed in office for another 3 years and a new Treasurer was 
elected. 

Now normal club life has started again and we all hope that there will not be severe restrictions again because of a 
fourth wave. But we are hopeful and look forward to seeing our international Lyceum friends again in Rabat in May 
2022! 

Dorette Schuppert 
Präsidentin des Verbands der Internationalen Lyceum Clubs in Deutschland 

E-Mail: dorothea-schuppert@t-online.de 
 

 
 

 

 

Germany 

mailto:dorothea-schuppert@t-online.de
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As in many other Lyceum Clubs, we have been busy learning new skills and concentrating on the positive sides of life 
during the pandemic! 
 
Zoom and walking! –  until July we concentrated on these two main elements. 

Our monthly lunch lectures became monthly Zoom lectures and our audience has gradually grown to around 55, over 
one third of our membership, and members of our Dutch sister clubs are now also participating.  
 
Of course, we keep in contact with non-Zoomers by telephone, cards, messages, or visits when allowed and we help 
those willing to become a Zoomer.  
 
We had lectures on: 

- Astronomy (photos),  
- An exhibition on the imagery of smell in 17th century paintings;  
- The crux of our climate problem – nuclear energy; 
-  The influence of music on our cardiovascular system;  
- The life of an outstanding female resistance fighter during WW2,  
- The future of farms and agriculture… All of these were recorded and are made available on our website for our 

members. 
 

 
         Hubble telescope           Birth of a star                  Dying star                               A Galaxy 
 
We Zoomed with our twin-club Bretagne Nord and individually with Lyceum friends around the world. We discussed 
that even in future, there may be opportunity for Zoom gatherings…creating new events, discussing movies, books, 
attending lectures, sharing and streaming performances. We look forward to that. 
 
And then we walked, and walked, with or without guides, and discovered our own country and each other in small 
groups. 

       
And so, we look forward to continuing our new communication ways and to being in touch with many of you around 
the world…We may even meet you on Zoom when we celebrate our 100th. Anniversary in January 2023. 
 

Ems Magnus, LC Amsterdam 
 www.lyceumclubamsterdam.nl  
 https://lyceum.nl   

          

The Netherlands 

http://www.lyceumclubamsterdam.nl/
https://lyceum.nl/
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Despite a challenging last 6 months with New Zealand having the most unwelcome visitor 
known Worldwide as Covid Delta, and subsequent Lockdowns which are ongoing, most Clubs have become very 
innovative and been able to continue exciting programmes for their Members. 
 
Morrinsville Club has 166 Members. They have 3 Walking/Tramping Circles, each group catering to a different fitness 
level and all are popular. Mid-winter Christmas Luncheon and Dinner were very well attended. This Club donates a 
Prize to Morrinsville College Annually for their Prizegiving.  Daffodil Day, supporting the Cancer Society, had to be 
cancelled. The Choir is working hard on a Programme for the Christmas Party.  
 
Otorohanga Club (83 Members) holds an Annual Mah Jong Tournament, attracting players from throughout the North 
Island, which raises money for a local Charity eg Beattie Home Dementia Unit. The Mid-Winter Christmas Dinner was 
well supported and Life Memberships were awarded to Heather Loewenthal and Bev Corboy. The Club made a 
successful submission to the Otorohanga Council objecting to the proliferation of “pokie” machines in local premises. 
Club Lunches are well attended with a variety of Speakers. Garden Circle visited Rosenvale Garden which boasts a small 
Chapel for Weddings created out of trees and vegetation. 
 
Tauranga Club (94 Members) have welcomed Guest Speakers at their Luncheons including: Marie & Roger with a Dance 
& Saxophone routine, Lisa from Holistic Vets, The Project Director& Manager for a large Inner-City Development, 
Michelle & Arns from “Dress for Success”, Stephen the new Art Director for Tauranga Art Gallery. A Fashion Parade by 
Status Clothing, Step Inn Shoes & Langton’s Lingerie accompanied by “bubbles” and finger food. 
 
Te Awamutu Club (22 Members) is still functioning with reduced Membership including Book, Garden & Music Circles 
monthly and Mah Jong and Bolivia weekly. 66th Birthday Celebrations took place on 23rd September. Speakers have 
included a Milliner from Pirongia, Caroline Eve fashion Parade, 2 Steam Punk ladies with lovely gowns and hats, a New 
Zealand Quiz afternoon, and the Music Circle & Stroke Club had a Cabaret-style occasion. 
 
Te Kuiti Club (50 members) Our Silver Belles Choir (32) are very active both in the Club and our local communities 
performing when invited. Our 77th Birthday in July was well attended with entertainment by local farmer Nicky Dingle 
who writes her own poetry inspired by Australian Poet Banjo Paterson. We are encouraging her to publish her amazing 
works reflecting on Farming and Trucks. Other Speakers have included Raema Warriner on “Adventures of a Country 
School Teacher in the 1950s, a lady from PAWs, several helpers from RDA (Riding for the Disabled). We have 2 new Life 
Members Raema Warriner and Marie Johns, a Member of 68 years. 
 
Whakatane Club (72 Members) Unfortunately Covid cancelled the 85th Birthday Celebrations in August which will be 
rescheduled for 2022.Circles have had a wide range of Speakers: the Managing Director of the local paper “The Beacon 
“, A Funeral Celebrant, Dr Jo Cribb & David Glover authors of “Don’t Worry About The Robots”, Senior Net informing 
Members on the assistance available to those struggling with the Internet and new Cell phone technology, Women’s 
Refuge. Blue Light Events Organiser (Police) for Youth and a Glassworker. 
 
The New Zealand Federation Arts Scholarship Fund were once again able to award 3 Prizes in the Speech & Drama 
section of the Tauranga Performing Arts Society Competitions in July. They are the most sought-after awards in that 
category and provide $1000 for 1st prize, $300 for 2nd and $200 for 3rd. The winner automatically qualifies for admission 
to the New Zealand National Competitions. 
 
The Lyceum Combined Choir Day in Cambridge in September had to be cancelled and will now be rescheduled. The 
format will be similar to that held in 2020 involving tuition in the morning for the Choir attendees then a concert in the 
afternoon, open to the Public. The participant Choirs greatly enjoyed this new format and are eager to proceed. 

New Zealand 
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Jane Murray, 25 years at St Johns, Sandra Squier, Te Kuiti Lyceum Club 
President, Marie Johns, Life Member of 68 years 
 
 
 
 

Tauranga Performing Arts Society Speech and Drama 
Prizegiving July 2021 
Philippa Hales Chair of Arts Scholarship, 2nd Emily Denyer, 
3rd shared Rachel Brebner & Breanna West, 1st Caleb 
Arkwright, the Adjudicator and Marilyn Mackinder 
President NZ Federation of Lyceum Clubs. 
 
 
 
The New Zealand Federation wishes all other Federations and Members good health and happiness in the coming 
months and a very Blessed Christmas.       
 

Marilyn Mackinder    President NZ Federation of Lyceum Clubs. 

www.lyceumnewzealand.org 
 

 

 

 

Dear Friends, 

The pandemic continues to instil fear in our members which, despite being controlled in Portugal and with an excellent 

percentage of vaccinated members, has prevented members from attending activities. 

During the months of May to July cultural activities were held via zoom. I highlight the presence of the writer Drª Maria 

do Rosário Alçada Araújo, author of the book "O País das Laranjas", the approach to the Portuguese Painter and 

Sculptor José de Guimarães made by one of our members and also a lecture on the scientific theme "SOS Memória" 

delivered by another member. In July, the farewell holiday lunch was held on the terrace of a restaurant by the Tagus 

River, attended by 22 members. 

 

As agreed between the Lyceum Club of Troyes -

Champagne and the Lyceum Club of Lisbon, the 

official twinning ceremony between these two 

clubs took place on September 8, at the Library 

of the Grémio Literário de Lisboa, with the 

presence of members of both Clubs, the 

International President Muriel Hannart and the 

Presidents of the Club of Troyes-Champagne and 

Lisbon, respectively Annie Formont and Maria 

Teresa Abreu Matos. The members of the two 

Clubs and the President of the French 

Federation, Isabelle Bertrand, were able to 

watch the ceremony via zoom. 

Portugal 

http://www.lyceumnewzealand.org/
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It was a moment of great emotion where the bonds of friendship and cooperation between clubs were strengthened.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The fraternisation lunch followed and the cultural programme prepared by us for these three days began. 

On the second day, we visited the new Coach Museum in Lisbon, had lunch at the Messe dos Oficiais da Marinha in 

Cascais, walked along the coast until Colares and finished with a reception at the house of the President Maria Teresa 

in Colares. 

 

 

For the third day, a visit to the Budha Eden Gardens in Bombarral was organised, followed by a short walk through the 

town of Caldas da Rainha, a town known for its hot springs for treating the respiratory tract and for the ceramics of 

Rafael Bordalo Pinheiro. Lunch followed in Foz do Arelho, in the Cais da Praia restaurant by the Óbidos Lagoon and a 

visit to the Medieval Village of Óbidos. 

 

These were moments of relaxation, good mood and great proximity that will never be forgotten in the memory of those 

who took part. 

 

We hope that this example of twinning will be followed by other federations, so that the spirit of our founder Constance 

Smedley will always be remembered. 

 

With a hug, 

The President of the International Lyceum Club of Lisbon 
Maria Teresa Abreu Matos 

 

E-mail: tabreumatos@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 

 
Due to the serious Corona pandemic, our activities in 2020, as well as other activities focusing on social and physical 
meetings, were put in "pause mode" during the year.  
 
However, we managed to have two meetings before the official outbreak of the corona pandemic in March 2020, after 
which all planned club meetings had to be cancelled. 
 

Sweden 

mailto:tabreumatos@gmail.com
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The book club that started in 2016 was fortunately able to continue during the year. With the exception of the summer 
months, the club with 15 members has been able to meet every month to read and discuss a book. The meetings have 
been held, partly at the participants' homes at the beginning of the year, and partly via Zoom.  
 
We opened up the activities with guided tours. Two in June in the so-called “Diplomatic quarters”, where we find 
houses built by prominent architects for wealthy Swedes in the 1910/20ies. Nowadays these buildings house mainly 
embassies and ambassadorial residences. 
 
Two guided tours were held in September in “the Dutch 17th century area”. Here city palaces were built by wealthy 
Dutch merchants who had settled in Stockholm after the peace of Westphalia in 1648. 
 
Our website which is under construction, will be ready before the end of the year, and will have the address 

www.lyceumclub.se. 

 

Christina Bratt 

 

Vice- President 

 

 

 

Throughout the pandemic we have all experienced, in small or large ways, how it feels to be alone in a wide-open 
space, but also how beneficial it is to feel sincere empathy and companionship. 
 
Now that the uncertainties with the pandemic seem to be lessening, I hope most of all that we will develop a new sense 
of cohesion amongst each other. 
 
Thanks to the many resources and skills of our club committee, since November 2020 we have succeeded in making 
our weekly lectures available to all club members in St. Gall by video link. From January 2021 until the beginning of 
summer, all Lyceum club members in Switzerland had access to these lectures thanks to the initiative of our federation 
president Janet Blümli. In this way we were able to keep our contacts just ticking over. 
 
But now, after the summer break, we hope to start with a full programme. 

The new-found freedom also awakens the desire to discover new things again. St.Gall 
is a beautiful city, which I would like to introduce to you: 
 

• In 1983, the Abbey District of St.Gall was the first Swiss cultural asset to be a 

designated UNESCO world heritage site. 

 

• The Abbey Library - one of the oldest and richest in the world - makes St.Gall 

world famous in art-historical terms. 

 

• Our university is one of the leading business universities in Europe. Its 

art collection with works by Arp, Giacometti, Miro, Richter, Burckhardt, 

Tapies, Disler and others would be a credit to any museum. 

 

• Our textile industry became particularly famous and important in the 

19th century. Shortly before the 1st World War, St.Gall was one of the 

richest cities in the world. Even today the clothes label AKRIS is still a 

household name in the fashion world. Jill Biden, Michelle Obama, 

Duchess Kate and also Princess Charlène of Monaco wear looks by 

Akris. 

 

Switzerland 

http://www.lyceumclub.se/
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• You won't find a lake in the city, but you will find " Three Ponds ", for swimming in summer and ice skating in 

winter. 

 

• St.Gall is a lively, animated and multicultural city: Tonhalle, Stadttheater and 14 cinemas offer entertainment 

for every taste. 

 

• The city is the starting point for many excursions to the nearby mountains or Lake Constance, with boat trips 

to Germany or Austria. 

 
Have I made you curious? I hope to welcome some of you soon in St.Gall! 

 

Hedi Luginbühl Co-President of the Lyceum Club St.Gall 
Website   www.lyceumclub.ch 

 

 

Hello from Edinburgh 
 
2021 began with the committee continuing to meet on Zoom and regular letters were sent out to club members as 
well as keeping in contact by phone and email. 
 
With the nicer weather over the summer the members of the Edinburgh 
Lyceum Club were able to meet outside, and it was good to meet up with 
friends whom we had not seen for so long. We visited some of the beautiful 
gardens within the city and of course we stopped for afternoon tea. 
 
Photograph of the Floral Clock in Princes Street Gardens Edinburgh.  
There has been a Floral Clock every Summer in Princes Street Gardens since 
1903. Each year the clock marks an important anniversary or major event. This 
year the Floral Clock celebrates the 350th anniversary of the Royal Botanic 
Garden in Edinburgh. 
 
 The club’s summer outings have included visits to both Princes Street Gardens 
and the Royal Botanic Gardens. 
 
Looking forward we are hoping to start our normal meetings from October 2021, and we are preparing our syllabus 
and hope that all our members can attend. 
 
Best wishes and a bright and healthy future to everyone. 
 

 Diane Burrow, President of the International Lyceum Club of Edinburgh 

 

 
 

  
Muriel Hannart, International President    

Marion Jones, Web Manager 

Elisabeth Dragon, Editor 

Eva-Maria Sima-Meyer, co-Editor 

 
   

 

 ≈ 

United Kingdom 

http://www.lyceumclub.ch/

