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EDITORIAL

Dear Lyceum members.
For six years I have had the privilege to write an Editorial in our mutual International Bulletin
twice a year. My time as international President will come to an end on the 1st of July this year. I
have had a wonderful time in getting to know many of you Lyceum members – I can think about
many, many lovely ladies, whom I have had the possibility to talk to and to get to know – and all
these moments of reconnecting!
This year the triennial Congress will take place in May in Stockholm (Sweden), my hometown, and I
hope that we will have a very good Congress. The Congress committee is working very hard in their
ambition to show you all the best.
At the Council Meeting (at the congress) there will be elections of a new International President
and also two Vice Presidents. For the past twelve years the IALC has had two presidents from the
Northern Hemisphere. Indeed, in 2013 in Perth I succeeded to Eltje Brill-Meyer from the
Netherlands. Usage has it that after twelve years presided by the Northern Hemisphere, the new
president should be from the Southern Hemisphere. I do think it is essential that this tradition be
respected so has to maintain the good balance and the open-mindedness which are the bases of our
Lyceum.
As a member you can be a delegate and assist with the voting. Every Federation has a certain
number of delegates depending on the number of members: 20 – 50 members have one delegate,
1501 – 2000 members have 6 delegates. Come to the Congress and use your voting possibility!
There will be other items to vote for, not only members of the board. Come and use your voting
rights! At the Council Meeting there are several items on the agenda to be discussed and I hope,
that you will let your voice being heard! To me it is always important to hear the members´
opinions on different matters.
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At the Congress there will also be – as I hope – interesting lectures with a Swedish touch - the
Congress has the theme “Swedish footprints”. That will be shown in varying ways. The lectures will
show, how Sweden might be known outside our country: various authors – there are some wellknown crime writers, the Nobel prize – the process of selecting a Nobel laureate and others that has
put Sweden on the map. One issue might be “gender equality” – there will be a lecture on this topic.
An architect will speak about an aspect of “Cultural heritage in Stockholm”.
Coming to the end of a very interesting and rewarding period of your life, you would always think
about what has it contained? IALC has become two new clubs – in Rhzev (Russia) and in Rabat
(Morocco). Sadly, we had to say good-bye to the club in Philadelphia, the club in Moscow and the
club in Konstanz. The good thing though is that so many clubs are still there. Some of them are
having difficulties and I wish, that we will discuss with them and that we will have suggestions,
what we all could do to help. I hope that they appreciate visits and sometimes help to be able to
carry on. The vice-President of the northern hemisphere, Muriel Hannart, has been very active and
helpful in this aspect!
In May 2017 a group from all countries went to West-Wycombe to pay tribute to Constance
Smedley. Everyone of us will remember the ceremony in Saint Lawrence Church during which a
member of each federation talked about their lyceum clubs. I want to thank Marion Jones for
organising this tribute.
Again, I am looking forward to seeing many of you in Stockholm – I think that the congress
committee has made a tempting program for you. Weather is always unpredictable, but this time of
spring it should be nice and sunny.
If you are not coming to Stockholm and I won´t have the possibility to say it to you in person, I
would now like to take the opportunity to thank all of you for your friendship, hospitality and
dedication with a lot of work for your club and for Lyceum!
Warmest regards
Ingrid von Rosen
International President

40th International Music Competition of the Lyceum Club of Switzerland
Our 40th music competition took place in Lausanne from 23rd to 28th October 2018 and was
dedicated to baroque ensembles. Of 23 registered ensembles, 15 were allowed by the judging panel
to take part in the competition, of which 4 ensembles qualified for the final concert.
The choice of baroque music, played on historical instruments, was a novelty for the Lyceum Club
of Switzerland. It was an extraordinary experience and a very big success. We had the opportunity
to listen to young and talented ensembles with a magnificent repertoire, which allowed us to
discover the landscape of Italian, French, German or Austrian baroque music from the period 1600
to 1750, which they interpreted with great skill and enthusiasm.
The judging panel consisted of Chiara Banchini, violin and conductor, Jovanka Marville, cembalo,
Jan van Hoecke, recorder, Peter Croton, lute and Pierre-Louis Rétat, organ and conductor. They
judged the competitors with benevolence and great attentiveness, but also with very specific
musical requirements. After the preliminary hearings, four ensembles were retained as prize
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winners, of which two had studied at the Schola Cantorum Basiliensis, one ensemble was from the
CNMS in Paris and one ensemble came from the USA. The first and second prize (CHF 10'000.and 5'000.-) were offered by the Lyceum Club of Switzerland, the third prize (CHF 2'000.-) was
offered by the club of Lausanne and the fourth prize was given as a special prize by V. and U. Pistor
of Lucerne.
13
Prize winners
1st Prize : Ensemble Sonorità, Switzerland

Lea Sobbe, recorder
Hojin Kwon, recorder
Ekachai Maskulrat, baroque cello
Melanie Flores, cembalo

Ensemble Sonorità, whose name in Italian means « sound », was founded in 2016 by four young
musicians coming from different countries and cultures : Germany, Korea, Mexico and Thailand ;
they are students or former students of the Schola Cantorum Basiliensis. This ensemble is giving
concerts in Germany, France and Switzerland, for example at the Langenbrucksommer and the
KlangBasel festival. Besides its specialisation in music of the 17th and 18th century, Ensemble
Sonorità is also dedicated to contemporary music and free improvisation.
2nd Prize : Ensemble Voyage Sonique, USA
Augusta McKay, baroque violin
Jeffrey Girton, baroque violin
Keiran Campbell, baroque cello
Adam Cockerham, theorbe
Robert Warner, cembalo und organ

Ensemble Voyage Sonique plays on historical instruments and is specialised in historically
informed performances of baroque music. The founding members are former students of the Julliard
School in New York who met during their studies. They founded Voyage Sonique after discovering
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that they shared a strong friendship, a passion for music and a similar way of interpretation. In
America, they are regarded as emerging artists in the field of early music and they have recently
played in the Auer Hall during the Bloomington Festival of Early Music.
3rd Prize : Ensemble la Chicane, France

Yan Ma, baroque violin
Noémie Lenhof, viola da gamba
Cécile Chartrain, cembalo

Ensemble La Chicane saw the daylight within the walls of the Conservatoire National Supérieur de
Musique de Paris. Cécile Chartrain, Yan Ma und Noémie Lenhof share a common ground of
friendship and musicality with which they want to underline the timeliness and the beauty of the
music of past centuries. All three of them play chamber music, as soloists and also as members of
an orchestra.
4th Prize : Ensemble Les Tuileries, Switzerland

Maria Sohn, baroque violin
Teodoro Baù, viola da gamba
Dubee Sohn, cembalo

The trio Les Tuileries was founded in 2017 and consists of graduates of the Schola Cantorum
Basiliensis. Their aim is to deepen their knowledge of the manifold repertoire for this special
combination of instruments (violin, viola da gamba, cembalo/double bass). Several French, Italian,
English and German-speaking composers of the 17th to the mid-18th century have written music for
this combination of instruments before the viola da gamba was replaced by the cello and the double
bass fell into oblivion.
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NEWS FROM THE CLUBS

Australia
Greetings to all our international friends from the Australian Association of Lyceum Clubs!
Julie Brownell from The Lyceum Club (Adelaide) Inc wrote this excellent report of our Post
Conference Tour to the Canberra area. I hope you all enjoy her account of this amazing trip. Very
many thanks to Julie for her lively and informative account.
We hope to be able to host you if and when you visit our fascinating country.
Best wishes,
Hilary Cairns
President, Australian Association of Lyceum Clubs.
DRAMA AND STAR GAZING IN THE NATION'S CAPITAL
The post tour set out bright and early on 23rd August, armed with a booking for question time in the
House of Representatives, on the very day that the PM was rolled. Unfortunately, the House of
Representatives was adjourned just before we arrived. (The following day, the explosive events
reached their zenith on the anniversary of the famous eruption of Mount Vesuvius in 79 AD - also a
theme of our conference!).
Nevertheless, we were able to observe action in the Senate, some of which was less than edifying.

Our tour group at Old Parliament House , Canberra – parliament in session!
After checking into the Mercure Hotel, not far from the National War Memorial, we went to a
lecture at the Defence Force Academy on "Australia's role in NASA Deep Space exploration using
the CSIRO tracking station at Tidbinbilla", by Dr. Ed Kruzins, Director of the tracking station.
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Among other things, we learnt that the first eight minutes' transmission of Neil Armstrong's historic
stepping onto the moon were grainy images broadcast by the Honeysuckle Creek dish, before the
dish at Parkes could make contact and produce the clear image. This was overlooked in the film
version, The Dish. That dish from Honeysuckle Creek is now relocated to the Tidbinbilla tracking
station. It is now taking 35 hours to receive a return signal from the Voyager I spacecraft. Thanks to
a generous provision of pizza after the lecture, some of us were able to take the opportunity of an
early night.
We were accompanied on this tour by Kerrie Dougherty, author of “Australia in Space”. Kerrie was
able to brief us and give authoritative information in preparation for all of our site visits.
The following day, we made for the Molonglo Radio Observatory, which was a revelation to some
of us. The radio telescope consisted of two long straight metallic arms that crossed each other, and
from a distance might resemble just another irrigation structure in the landscape. Signals from deep
space are collected and focused by chicken wire onto antennae that are protected from ultra violet
exposure by small flower pots.
A growing problem for identifying signals from outer space is the interference from earth-generated
signals such as from mobile phones. Needless to say, those devices are banned from this site.
Signals that are received are filtered to eliminate as much of the interference as possible.
It was a thrill to see the
equipment spontaneously spring
to life as it detected incoming
signals.
We then viewed, by computer,
the signal patterns that the
telescope was collecting, and
actually heard the PULSARS
pulsing their individually
recognisable signals. Another
thrill!
We also heard about Fast Radio
Bursts, which are "one offs", not
generally repeated.
In answer to a question, SETI is
not in the remit. That tends to be
sponsored by private multimillionaires! Thanks to site
manager Tim Bateman.

Molonglo Radio Observatory Array: part of the space-telescope
telescope

We lunched at the attractive settlement of Bungendore before proceeding to the Tidbinbilla tracking
station, where the animated site manager, Glen Nagle, briefed us and exhorted us with enthusiasm.
The first item to which we were introduced was a piece of the moon, which can, like gold, be
valued by taking into account the cost of its extraction!
Tidbinbilla is part of NASA's deep space network, the other sites being Goldstone in California and
Madrid. Between them, these tracking stations cover the 24 hour day, and can take over from one
another. They monitor robotic spacecraft in deep space, such as Voyager and Hubble.
We saw the movement of the great 70 metre dish, and also watched pictures transmitted from Mars.
There are currently eight robotic missions on Mars.
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On the question of money being spent on the space programme, Glen pointed out that the money is
actually spent on earth, for the benefit of earthlings. Beneficiaries are improvements in aviation
safety (the first "A" in NASA stands for aeronautical), development of safer motor cars, based on
the self-driving operation of the Mars Rover, and measuring devices that can detect a millionth of a
degree change in temperature, which has application in the detection of cancer cells.
On our third day, we set out for the site of the Mount Stromlo observatory, via some of Canberra's
notable foreign embassies, including the Russian embassy, which has not risen above ground level
for the last decade - an undeveloped building site. We did not observe any removalist activity at the
Lodge when driving by.
The Mount Stromlo site was severely affected by the Canberra bushfires of 2003. While there is a
very informative visitors centre there, most activity has been relocated to the observatory at Siding
Spring, Coonabarabran, which has the advantage of remoteness from big city light pollution and
interference from other electronic signals.
Displays at the Visitor Centre, however, included explanations of some of the more difficult to
understand concepts of astrophysics, such as the detection of gravity waves, which was another
theme of our conference. Kerrie also described to us methods that can be used to deal with the
increasing build-up of space junk.
We then went to explore, and have lunch at, the historic heritage Lanyon homestead, which is now
an impressive museum and which also featured the largest doormat and Bunyah Bunyah pine trees
this writer has ever seen, with said doormat taking up the whole width of the verandah!
We were treated to a few raindrops at the Mt. Ainslie lookout, which provides a panorama of the
whole Canberra development, giving credit also to the significant contribution of Walter Burley
Griffin's wife, Marion Mahony Griffin, to the design of Canberra.
Thence to the Australian War Memorial in time for some exploration, and then the Last Post
ceremony. The strain of standing to attention was too much for a number of the young soldiers
participating, who collapsed and had to be led off. The solemn tone of the event was broken only by
the performance of a white cockatoo attracting attention to himself.
We enjoyed a fitting finale to our tour, with a sumptuous buffet in a private dining room of the
Mercure Hotel. Our dining was punctuated with short speeches of appreciation addressed to the
organisers of our conference, which surely contained presentations of hard-to-equal significance
and riveting interest.
Congratulations and a big Well Done to those who gave us such a memorable and convivial
experience!
Julie Brownell, Lyceum Club Adelaide

Cyprus
Exciting news by the Cyprus Federation of Famagusta Lyceum.
On Woman’s day Dr Maria Iacovou Professor of the University of Cyprus was proclaimed
Honourable Member of the Federation of Famagusta Lyceum for her Archaeological researches,
excavations and findings under the auspices of the University of Cyprus at Ancient Paphos
(Palepaphos)
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She has been successful with the Archaeological findings which prove, together with the
Archaeological findings in Salamis, beyond doubt the history of “Ancient Cyprus from Salamis to
Palepaphos” and do not agree with the contents of the book “History of Cyprus” by George Hill.
George Hill in the Introduction of his book “ History of Cyprus” from the year of its publication, in
1940, to the beginningof the 21st century, it was the first book that represented the history of
Cyprus globally, writes that "Cyprus has had no continuous history of its own”. He adds that in
order for the island to acquire historical significance one should approach it from the history of
those who colonized it and those who conquered it. These anti-scientific positions, which in fact
aimed at justifying the colonial system should have been overcome by the end of the British
colonial ruling of Cyprus. A number of Archaeological findings from Cyprus are displayed at the
British and Swedish museums.
However, because of the absence of a University which would undertake the research on the history
of the indigenous society and the delayed start of the scientifically organized Archaeological
programs, the ignorance of history positions of Mr Hill influenced many newer scholars even after
the reinstatement of the independence of Cyprus
During the lecture of 6 March 2019, a recursion of the achievements of the Archaeological
researches that took place in Salamis (until the Turkish invasion of Cyprus in 1974) and the
excavations that continue in Ancient Paphos, proved that the primary evidence from the land of
Cyprus is today the foundations of the Cyprocentric approach, that is to say, the interpretation of the
historical route of the ancient Cyprus.
The Archaeological findings at Palepaphos and the researches in Salamis are the proof of the
primary Archaeological evidence of Cyprus and the correct foundations of the “History of Ancient
Cyprus”.
Valentine Thomaides
Vice-President
Federation of Famagusta Lyceum
France
Bordeaux
A friendly cruise on the river, an enduring friendship between the Bordeaux and Limoges
Clubs
By a pale sunny morning on May 25th we had the pleasure to welcome our friends from the
Lyceum Club of Limoges on the Bordeaux waterfront. Cheerfully we boarded the Sicambe, the boat
which would lead us to Blaye for a two and a half hour trip.
Soon after passing under the highest lift bridge of Europe, built in 2013, we could admire the deep
gold and bronze architecture of the Cité du Vin: Spectacular! Its wine carafe shape is so surprising!
The boat lazily slipped on the powerful and majestic River Garonne which has conveyed for more
than two thousand years, thousands of boats heavily loaded with wood, wine and travelers, all over
the world. The left-hand bank is a marshland open space with, here and there, some fishing huts.
After about 25 km down the river, the River Garonne meets the River Dordogne and they both give
birth to the Gironde Estuary.
At noon we joyfully picnicked: our meal had been marvelously prepared by the bordelaises Club
accompanied by delicious wines, it added a sparkling spirit to our friendly discussions.
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We finally reached Blaye, registered at the UNESCO. The Citadel built in 1696 is a splendid
example of the military architecture whose purpose was to protect Bordeaux, one of the most
important harbour of the world at that time. We strolled along, and could easily imagine the heavily
loaded war engines moving noisily on the paving stones towards the XVIIth’s century batteries still
standing on the place.
Today, there is no longer a military atmosphere in Blaye. The place has become a charming small
village with a few houses beautifully decorated with spring flowers.
At the bottom of the fortifications, the Sicambe is ready to bring us back to the Port de la Lune in
Bordeaux. We got on board, most happy by such a meaningful day.
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Finland
Regards from Oulu, Finland!
Dear friends from all Lyceum countries! Our warm regards from the city of Oulu, covered by deep
snow. Thousands of thanks to everybody who visited us last June during both the BCI meeting and
the Cultural Days of the International Lyceum Clubs.
We were so happy to see so many Lyceum ladies here to celebrate with us in the wonderful Lyceum
atmosphere. It was a magnificent experience to us: first to plan the programmes, then to organize
them and finally to meet you and to feel the mutual friendship. We have really recognized how
widely international all the Lyceum activities can be. It was just great!
Warm thanks also to all of you who brought us presents or even afterwards sent us
letters, mails and gifts Thank you so much!
This spring all members of the International Lyceum clubs will have a new possibility
to visit the other Nordic country, Sweden. We wish you all a nice trip and hope to see
you in Stockholm!
Best wishes,
Päivi Kytömäki
President of Oulu Lyceum club
& the organizing team

Germany
Frankfurt
The International Lyceum Club of Frankfort, Rhein/Main invited Tara Stella Deetjen to present a
lecture in November 2018. As a young woman in her early 20's she travelled to India as a tourist
and then remained there in order to help and support the poorest of the poor – the lepers. She
founded the project "Back to Life", which created the possibility for women and children
particularly to help themselves. Although the attendance of this event was free of charge, by the end
of the evening the ILC Frankfort was able to present a contribution of 1,600 Euros – a large sum,
which was lauded in the local press.
On January 11, 2019 the club presented a New Year's reception. As the club in addition to social
projects also supports female musicians – in the original intentions of its Founder, Constance
Smedley – the reception was also enhanced by the former stipend receiver, Clara Simarro, harpist,
who thrilled the participants with her performance of the Fantasy in e-minor, opus 35 by Louis
Spohr. The new scholarship recipient, Maike Menningen, is a student of operatic and classical
concert singing and was accompanied by Fabian Görgen pianist. With these scholarships, the
Lyceum Club wishes not only to advance the interest in music, but also to support the self-reliance
of young female musicians. In this manner, the harpist had been able to complete a master class in
France. Said country is a Mecca for harp music; and thus the young musician had been able to study
for one year in Paris.
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Cologne
On January 19, 2019, the ILC Köln opened its new premises with a festive reception. In future dates
many events will be presented there.
Federation
The president of the German Federation, Dorette Schuppert, participated in the 55th National
General Assembly of France – which had taken place on October 3, 2018 in Troyes – with great
interest. There she gained much motivation for the German Federation and was greatly impressed
by the professionalism of the presentation. Moreover, it was a great pleasure for her to meet quite a
lot of friends.
On March 30, 2019, the German Federation conference will take place in Munich. Unfortunately,
the ILC of Aachen will be attending for the very last time; due to the age structure and reduced
number of its members.
Morocco

A first year defined by strong emotions and beautiful interactions…
The Rabat-Lyceum Club was initiated at the end of 2017, and was born out of the friendship
bonding 3 beautiful women, Muriel Hannart, Bernadette Morlans and Salwa Chraibi. Today we
count with an average of 32 members.
Our first year was full of different cultural activities such as visits to Museums, taking part at the
Local Heritage Day, or learning activities such as English, painting or singing classes. We also
launched a dynamic Book Club, where sometimes we could even count on the actual visit of the
author himself.
The Rabat Lyceum Club means to be a multicultural entity taking his roots in sharing the same
values of friendship, cultural interactions, thirst for knowledge and understanding between its
different members.
In April 2018 we had the pleasure and honour to host the visit of 19 members of the French Lyceum
Clubs of Paris, Fontainebleau and Caen. The members in charge of the visit conceived a rich
program including cultural visits, shopping time and beautiful moments defined by hospitality and
friendship.
We toured Rabat, the Medina (the old town) with its most famous Rue des Consuls, the historical
centre and its Art-Deco buildings, of course we had a stop at all the historical places such as La
Tour Hassan, the King Mohamed V Mausoleum, the Kasbah of the Oudayas … A welcome dinner
was hosted by our acting chairman, Salwa Chraibi.
The second day we departed for a 2 day visit, first we had a touring visit of the old city of Fes,
where we wandered for several hours through the maze of the thousands little streets of the Medina.
We visited the shops of several craftsmen: tanners, potters; the city of Fes is worldwide known for
its old craftmanship.
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Next morning we headed for the ancient Roman city of Volubilis, a designated Unesco world
Heritage site and home to one of the most beautifully preserved ruins and mosaics in Africa. Next
stop was in the city of Meknes where we took photos in front of the famous door « Bab Mansour »,
our guests were particularly impressed by the famous stables of Sultan Moulay Youssef, it is said
that more than a thousand horses once slept here …
Back in Rabat that evening, the members enjoyed both the Mediterranean fish specialities and the
beautiful view on the river Bou Regreg at the new Marina of Rabat-Salé. This nice touristic trip
ended around a table hosted by our vice-chairman, Nadia Benslimane, enjoying a delicious
Moroccan couscous, certainly our gastronomy’s best ambassador…

Netherlands
Newsletter Lyceum Club Nijmegen January 2019
Although we are the smallest of the three Clubs in the Netherlands, with 69 members to date, we
have an active and enthusiastic Club in which a lot takes place for, and thanks to the members. We
aim at strong involvement with our own Club, but are also interested in the other Dutch Clubs and
in Clubs in Europe and across the world.
In February 2019, by way of a new initiative, the Board received the eight new 2018 members at the
President’s house. We called it “drinks for novices” and took the opportunity to increase the
involvement of this specific group of new members,
giving them information about our Nijmegen Club, the
other Dutch Clubs, The Federation of the Netherlands,
the IALC, BCI, Cultural Days etc.
High point of the year was hosting our sister club, the
members of the Lyceum Club Frankfurt-Rein Main,
from April 17th through 19th 2018. One of our members
reports:
“From April 17th through 19th 2018 we were able to
receive 19 ladies from Frankfurt-Rein Main. It was our
third meeting since 2011. The beautiful spring weather
automatically gave rise to the theme “Frühling”. This was underlined by our President Eugenie
Olde Riekerink in her warm welcoming speech in Hotel van der Valk in Lent, as she read a German
poem about spring, setting the tone for the visit. It was a heart-warming welcome and a special
reunion for all those who had met some years ago. This was certainly true of past President Gudrun
Stöckle, but also of her successor, Erika Partsch, our Board and present members. On the second
day we jointly visited De Hoge Veluwe and the Kröller Müllermuseum. There we admired many of
Vincent van Gogh’s paintings, both those from his “dark” period and those from his “French”
period. We also made use of the possibility to go for a bicycle-ride or a stroll through the garden
with its statues. Afterwards a lovely dinner awaited us in Restaurant Het Witte Huis in Lent, with
Bart Bors performing on the flute.
On the last day our guests and members gathered on the terrace of De Rozenhof where a farewelllunch closed off this so very successful meeting, after which the bus left as we were all singing
“Auf Wiedersehn”.
[Bep Huisman-Thebes]
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Another high point was awarding the Golden pin
February 2018 it was 25 years
ago that Lucie Hosselet was
registered as a member of the
Nijmegen Lyceum Club in
1993. The occasion was
celebrated during our coffee
meeting, when Lucie was
awarded the Golden pin,
accompanied by a fine speech
by our President and a great
bouquet of flowers.
Eugenie Olde Riekerink-Weijermans
President LC Nijmegen, The Netherlands

New Zealand
New Zealand has 9 Lyceum Clubs.
Auckland is struggling for numbers at present and will soon make a decision regarding their future.
Morrinsville with 180 members this is a strong Club. The Tramping Group, Arts Circle, Evening
Circle, Choir, Mah Jong and Stretch classes are very popular.
Otorohanga
The most popular circles are Mah Jong & Garden with a recent Board game afternoon commenced.
An Antiques Roadshow day was fascinating with treasures uncovered. A Mid-Winter Christmas
Luncheon was held in July with entertainment by the Silverbelles Choir. The Annual Mah Jong
Tournament had 90 Registrants.
Tauranga
With 110 members Lunches & Dinners are enjoyed with interesting Speakers including the
Manager of Tauranga Airport and a Man who teaches people with Parkinsons & Strokes to sing.
Bridge Circle had a Tournament which was very popular with Visiting Club teams. A new Home &
garden group is very popular.
Te Awamutu
With 31 members the Club has struggled for the past 3 years to find a President. There are Writers,
Book, Garden, Music, Bolivia and Mah Jong Circles. Morning Teas with Guest Speakers including
the Commonwealth Games Physiotherapist & Waikato Hospital Chaplain have been very popular.
Te Kuiti
The membership at 51 has improved with new Choir members joining the Club. The Choir has
represented the Club at many functions by entertaining. Luncheon days are popular. In May the
Guest Speaker was Waikato West Area Commander of Police, Inspector Andrew Mortimore who
detailed his journey and reason for joining the Police.
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Also present:
Loral Piggott ( Past
Federation Pres.)
Margo Watson ( Te Kuiti
Pres.)
Marilyn Mackinder (NZ
Federation Pres)
June Welten ( Immediate
Past Fed Pres)
Mah Jong, Choir,
Library, Garden, Music
and Handcraft Circles are
most popular. The
Silverbelles Choir has
been a real draw card for
new members who enjoy
singing.

Te Puke
This Club with 26 members has 2 meetings per month. Choir meets weekly, Mah Jong twice
weekly. They held this year’s Choir Festival which was most successful.
Whakatane
This year they have had many interesting speakers including a Lawyer regarding Powers of
Attorney and the different protections offered. The membership is 70. Their Art and Garden Circle
is very popular. The recent sudden death of Kaye Graham, former NZ Federation President, was a
shock to all. Several of us attended her funeral on 16th October in Whakatane.
Waikato
This Club has 16 members and recently made a generous $10,000.00 donation to the Arts
Scholarship Fund, which supplies Prizes for the Annual Tauranga Performing Arts Competition in
the area of Speech & Drama.
New Zealand Federation wishes all other Federations an enjoyable year and many more adventures
in Lyceum. We look forward to seeing Members at the Congress in Stockholm in 2019.
Dr Marilyn Mackinder,
President of the New Zealand Federation
Russia
Rzhev
We are very honoured to be members of the International Lyceum Clubs Association and, in this
first report, we would like to introduce ourselves to you.
The activities of the Lyceum club of Rzhev could be divided into the following: cultural, educational, scientific and international aspects. The club is located in the city
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of Rzhev on the River Volga between Moscow and Riga. We have an educational programme with
young people and women in Rzhev, it consists in monthly visits to the city orchestra concert in the
Academy of Music, and meetings with outstanding people such as musicians and poets at the
Science Centre. We also organise excursions. Last May we visited the city of Rzhev; we had a
lovely city tour and met the authorities of the city. We had a unique experience visiting the Pushkin
places. We attended a conference on philosophy in Russian literature held by a lyceum member, it
took place in the memorial apartment of Paul Florensky, a Russian orthodox theologian an
mathematician.
We have developed international relationships by joining the association « Friends of Norway ».
Also, Lauriane Bradford from the Paris Lyceum Club told us about her involvement in the club and
gave us her impression on the Russian one. On a regular basis we have meetings with R. Tankovich,
the ambassador of Serbia in Switzerland.
We see our mission in the development and education of women, who are interested in culture,
politics, ready to share their experience and learn more about the world around us.
Galina Aminova
President of The Lyceum Club of Rzhev

Switzerland
Lausanne
During the year 2018 our club has enjoyed some very special events.
With our twin club of Biel/Bienne we visited the Alimentarium in Vevey, a museum which, for the
last 30 years, has presented the multiple aspects of the human diet. The visit included a tasting of
sensorial metrology which allowed us to discover the subconscious aspects of the varied
perceptions linked to the taste buds.
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At the beginning of June, in between the designated days of railway strikes by the SNCF, a good
contingent of Lausanne members travelled to Fontainebleau to meet up with our twin club of that
city. Our friends from Fontainebleau put together a rich cultural programme for us: the castle of
Fontainebleau, the museum dedicated to the 19th century sculptor Chapu (a disciple of Pradier) and
the Maison Caillebotte, a place full of history and heritage. To finish off, a most interesting
exhibition at the Museum of Decorative Arts entitled « Jewelry of the Artists, from Picasso to Jeff
Koons » allowed us to discover some of the great artists from a quite unusual and seductive point of
view.
The exchanges, encounters, warm hospitality, sharing of ideas and of laughter have underlined for
us the importance and the richness of these bonds of friendship which we need to treasure and
consolidate. On such occasions we also have the opportunity to compare and to experiment with
other forms of operation and organisation and to come out of our cocoon of usual habits. To see that
we have similar problems in terms of recruitment of new members or the search for new office
bearers shows us that we are not alone in looking for solutions and leads us to see the wider picture.
And finally, in October 2018, Lausanne hosted the 40th tri-annual International Music Competition
of the International Lyceum Club of Switzerland, which was dedicated to baroque ensembles
playing on instruments of that period. What a privilege : We discovered lots of talented and
compelling young musicians !
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