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EDITORIAL

Dear Eltje,
After your six successful years as International President of the IALC I would like to take this
opportunity to thank you and your team, Agnes Buijten as Treasurer and Els Schifsma as Secretary,
for all the hours and dedication you have put into our Club - so devoted. I think that you have the
right to feel very satisfied with what you have accomplished, for instance in digitalizing IALC
communication in a good way - easier for your successor to continue the work. You are a very good
example for me! Thank you.

Ingrid von Rosen

Eltje Brill-Meijer

As your new International President as of 1st July 2013, I would like to start by introducing the
presidium. I live in Stockholm and I am a member of the only Swedish Lyceum Club, quite a large
club with 276 members. As a member since 2002, I have been secretary and am now still president
of my club – until our next general assembly. I am a retired teacher and have taught English and
German as well as French for beginners.
1

The secretary will be Christina Bernstrom-Lundberg. She is at present very active in the Stockholm
Club with responsibility for the programme. She works as an eye specialist. Recently I also appointed
as treasurer Marianne Grenholm who lived in Frankfurt for over thirty years working for a Swedish
bank. Of the two International Vice-Presidents, you already know Joanne Silver from Philadelphia
in the USA, responsible for the northern hemisphere. She is a language teacher with French. Joyce
Young is new and lives in Perth, Western Australia- she speaks our three languages as well as Dutch.
She is responsible for the southern hemisphere. And, as previously, Christina Oprecht in Zürich is
our archivist and Anne-Marie d’Haucourt in Bretagne our editor for the International Bulletin, she is
also President of the Brittany Club.
The Congress in Perth
So far in 2013 we have had the most wonderful congress in Perth, Australia, with 130 participants
and 48 accompanying people. The congress was organized by the Australian Federation and chaired
by Jane Thompson. Thank you Jane, you did such a great job and you were so dedicated to ensure
that we had nothing but he best. I hope that somebody will write about the pre- and post-congress
tours – as I did not participate myself. Instead I would like to mention a few highlights from the
XXXII Congress of the International Association of Lyceum Clubs.
It was a special treat to be able to use the Karrakatta Club premises for our BCI meeting. The
congress had so many excellent keynote speakers, who allowed us to understand the life and people
of Australia. The workshops – I was in King’s garden – were so interesting as were also the
summaries afterwards. The memorable dinner at Karrakatta Club Members’ home is such a good
idea and I hope this will be something we can continue to do.
Cultural days in Florence, Italy 22-25 May 2014
The next Cultural Days will be in Florence. We are really looking forward to meeting in Florence
again – happily remembering the enjoyable Cultural Days of the 100 year celebration in 2008.
Hamburg and Karlsruhe
I would also like to mention that I happened to be in Hamburg on a private trip at the same time as
the Berlin ladies visited the Hamburg Club. We had a very nice evening together. Two weeks later
I had the opportunity to travel to the Karlsruhe Club and take part in celebrating their 65th
anniversary – with a lot of music – and also meeting many of the German members.
Dijon and Locarno, October 2013
Now I am looking forward to going to Dijon, where all the French ladies will celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the French Federation. In October I will also go to Locarno in Switzerland where
they celebrate their 20th anniversary.
My aim for the Lyceum Clubs is to encourage interchanges – every club should have several
twinning clubs to visit – just person to person or in groups; once you know each other, it becomes
easier to reconnect. In this way we will also learn more about all our various cultures – an original
Lyceum idea.
Ingrid von Rosen
IALC President

2

NEWS FROM THE CLUBS

AUSTRALIA
The IALC Congress was held in Perth in May, with 146 Lyceum Club Members registering to
attend. We appreciated that many Members travelled great distances to attend the Congress.
Australia is a long way from Europe and due to the high price of the Australian dollar, it is a costly
place to visit. The Perth Organising Committee worked extremely hard to provide a memorable
Congress for all who attended. They were pleased to welcome the IALC President, Eltje BrillMeijer to Perth, and the members of the IALC Secretariat.
All of us who attended the Congress owe a huge debt of gratitude to the Perth Organising Committee
headed by Jane Thompson and ably assisted by Elizabeth McGlew, the President of the host Club.
The Committee ensured an excellent Congress with speakers, workshops and meetings, three pretours and a post-Congress Tour to SW Australia. We extend thanks to the Committee and to all the
Karrakatta Club Members who so generously contributed.
At the Council Meeting held during the Congress, Ingrid von Rosen (from Stockholm, Sweden) was
elected IALC President, and Joyce Young (Karrakatta Club, Perth) and Joanne Silver (Philadelphia)
were elected IALC Vice Presidents. We wish them well in the challenges ahead.
At the end of this year the AALC Secretariat moves to the Brisbane Lyceum Club, after having been
for the past three years located in Melbourne. The Brisbane Club has named Marion Jones as AALC
President from January, 2014. I would like to thank the current members of the AALC Secretariat,
Marilyn Longmuir and Venetia Patchett for their inspiration and support, and extend good wishes to
Marion and the Brisbane Lyceum Club in taking on this responsibility.
CYPRUS
We are fast approaching the end of 2013 and can now look forward to an eventful programme for the
forthcoming year.
In March of this year we were hosts at the Children’s Summer Resort to 22 students of higher
education from Salamina, Greece, for ten days and 52 students from Sparta, Greece, for five days.
We were extremely happy to receive hundreds of books donated by Cypriot writers in support of our
efforts to establish a Lyceum library!
In April we offered accommodation at the Summer Resort to the motor cyclist team of Metropolis
Tamasou Territory for four days. Lyceum members visited the Archaeological Museum and the
historic archives of Limassol.
In May it was with great regret that none of our members attended the International Congress in
Australia, due to the economic crisis in Cyprus.
In June a successful philanthropic gathering was organized in Limassol with a children’s fashion
show and performance of ballet. All the proceeds went to support the Children’s Summer Resort.
Our members organized teams for the collection of food, medicine, clothes and shoes from the Social
Community store for distribution to the poorer families to help in the present situation in our country.
In July the Children’s Summer Resort is our Lighthouse for offering love and compassion to children
in need.
In August we were hosts to fifty children from large families and other institutions.
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We are trying hard to have our own Lyceum building, and hope to have some good news in this
respect in the next edition of the Bulletin. The other Lyceum Clubs in the Federation have organized
interesting activities, conferences and a philanthropic feast with traditional poems and songs.

FINLAND
This year the Lyceum Club of Turku has, as usual, provided its members with interesting
approaches to current topics. We have already accepted the idea of the importance of sorting,
handling and recycling waste material. But could one person’s waste become another person’s
reusable raw material? There are endless possibilities, and many famous designers have produced
original works made from recycled material; for example, chandeliers from plastic bottles and
pieces of furniture from old car and machine parts. At the annual reception of the Finnish President
last year we saw an evening dress made from video tapes, and our past president, Mrs. Tarja
Halonen, often carries a handbag made from the opener rings of beer cans. Many designers and
artists now use only recycled materials in their work.
Last spring the Turku Club members visited the Angel Park outside Turku where the artist, Kyosti
Iitti, has created a park of five hectares in the middle of a beautiful forest surrounded by a small
lake. He is a self-taught sculptor who commemorates his deceased relatives and friends in the many
large metal statues in the park. Experts admire his talent and have praised his use of metal. The steel
panther standing upright at the edge of the lake has been compared to the colossal “Bronze Rider”
statue of Czar Peter the Great by Etienne Falconet in St. Petersburg. It is difficult to believe that the
statues consist only of recycled materials; old metal plates from the village school and old dairy
pipes have been given a new life. Out-of-date war material abandoned by the Finnish army has now
been given a chance to promote peace. We all approve of his idea and enjoy his work.
Perhaps this experience shows us that our waste can be reincarnated into a new form of existence. A
cheap and useful pleasure, is it not?

FRANCE
The Grenoble Lyceum Club was established in 1997 by Clothilde Munch –who also founded the
Vivaldi Violin School- and Isabelle Guilbert. Today, it boasts 47 members. The Lyceum Club’s
main goal is promoting young musicians but this year it slightly drifted away from it.
Chic and Elegance organised several meetings with other clubs and thus allowed us to discover an
unknown industrial heritage of our City.
We started with the “unseen/hidden” side of Isère ( a play on the word “dessous” in French
meaning both hidden and underwear).
With the Lille Lyceum Club we had great fun visiting a display showing women’s local underwear.
So feminine were these pairs of slit lace knickers, these pleated camisoles, these promising
strapless bras to which charming nicknames had been given such as “the Secret” “the inexpressible”
suggesting both refinement and know-how as well as humour.
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On we went with Xavier Jouvin: “ An iron hand in a velvet glove”. Gloves, the hallmark of
elegance led the lyceum club members to a small charming private museum showing the tools and
know-how of the workers. The leather cutter tool also called “the iron hand” could cut six layers of
leather at a time which was a precious time saver.
Xavier Jouvin set out 32 different sizes of gloves and five types of hands: slim ones, very slim ones
wider ones and so on.
A feminine stroll that ended in luxury: The Perrin Weaving Plant specialized in the warping and
weaving of noble materials such as silk used in the making of Hermes, Chanel, Lanvin or Nina
Ricci garments.
Our admiration –tinted with a touch of envy- went to gossamer hand-rolled hemmed scarves (it
takes a specialized seamstress 45 minutes to make one) , refined bandanas, pleated pieces of
material, small silk folding bags and numbers of other precious trinkets.
All these items are made in huge work shops using enormous and extremely noisy weaving looms.
Each one of them being all along carefully controlled and severely protected.
But do not to buy one! Nothing can be bought here, one can only dream

GERMANY
Karlsruhe
On July 10th 2013 the presidents and vice-presidents of the German clubs went to Karlsruhe for a
charity concert, accompanied by our actual president, Ingrid von Rosen, and her predecessor, Eltje
Brill-Meijer.
In their company and with members of the ILC Karlsruhe we spent two pleasant, interesting days,
in the course of which we learnt a lot about ILC Karlsruhe activities and about their city. The
charity concert in the benefit of LC scholarship holders was met with great enthusiasm by the
general public and also acclaimed by the local press.
On July 11th, ILC Karlsruhe followed up with a summer fête celebrating their 65th anniversary.The
Karlsruhe club was founded in 1928. During the turmoil of the Third Reich and WWII this club was
dissolved, like almost all other women’s clubs in Germany. In 1948 the club was refounded and
registered as Lyceum Club.
In her address, Christiane Möschle, today’s president of the ILC Karlsruhe, enumerated the
priorities and aims of her club, supporting women artists in the tradition of Constance Smedley.
Students of the local academy of music are primarily selected according to talent, naturally taking
into consideration their financial needs. The grant goes mainly to foreign students, as these receive
no public funding during their studies in Germany, as long as their residence permit is restricted to
their times of study.
We were delighted to see what a joyful experience it is to support young women of great talent.
ITALY
The Lyceum Club of Florence was born in 1908, the fourth Club opened in the world, after London,
Paris and Berlin. Many great personalities of the last century have participated in the activity of the
Lyceum Club of Florence: Benedetto Croce, Giovanni Gentile, Giovanni Papini, Luigi Pirandello,
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Ada Negri, Marta Abba, Filippo Tommaso Marinetti, Carlo Carrà, Mario Castelnuovo Tedesco,
Claudio Arrau.
The organization of the Club currently includes section Art, Literature, Music, International
Relations, Science and Agriculture, Social.
Each of them, from the time of foundation to the present, ALWAYS has given rise to various
initiatives: language courses, journalism, handicraft activities with the exhibition of craftwork,
various competitions, conferences, exhibitions, concerts….
The current members of the Lyceum in Florence intend to continue working in the wake of the
tradition, with the today media, for bringing out the value of the women and for the spreading of the
culture.
The Club of Florence, for such a long time, has decided to open to the citizens its activities, in order
to continue to be more proactive in the cultural milieu of Florence, addressing in particolar to the
students of high schools.
The development of the variuos programs has always proceeded, therefore, in sign of a reflection on
our contemporary world.
In recent years, the initiatives of the sections of the Club were organized around the following joint
projects:
• The Twentieth Century. Protagonists of the “short century”: science, art, music, literature,
cinema, 2003-2004;
• The Time/in Time, 2005-2006;
• The Journey, 2006-2007;
• 1908-2008: one hundred years of cultural life at the Lyceum Club International of
Florence, 2007-2008;
• The values of the Birth, 2008-2009;
• The blue flower: myth and utopia in Romanticism, 2009-2010;
• Ianua: junction of thoughts between past and future, 2010-2011;
• The five sense and beyond: the intelligence of the heart,2011-2012;
• The thirties and the values of contamporaneity, 2012-2013.
The projects have always supported events of high cultural value: study congress, exhibitions,
conferences, concerts.
NETHERLANDS
The 2012-2013 season of the Amsterdam Lyceum Club, the oldest Lyceum Club in the Netherlands,
has been coloured by several highlights.
In September 2012 we returned to the facilities of the IGC (Industrieele Groote Club) located in the
centre of Amsterdam directly opposite the Royal Palace, with an ambience where we really feel at
home. In 2013 the IGC celebrated its 100th anniversary and on this occasion it received the
honourable title of Royal (Koninklijke)l and has been granted the right to include a royal crown in
its logo.
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At the beginning of January 2013 the Amsterdam Club celebrated its 90th anniversary with lots of
festivities. More than 150 members accepted the invitation to afternoon tea at the prestigious
Amstel Hotel in Amsterdam. After a toast on the steps of its wide staircase, tea was served in a
beautifully decorated hall. Warm words of congratulation were spoken by, amongst others, the
International President, Mrs. Eltje Brill-Meijer, the Federation President, Mrs. Nelleke van
Bladeren, our eldest honorary member, Mrs. Isa de la Fontaine Verwey, and the President of the
Amsterdam Club, Mrs. Wieke Bosch. Romantic music created a delightful atmosphere and added
lustre to the whole occasion and, ‘last but not least’, all the ladies enjoyed delicious teas, fine
sandwiches, creamy petit fours, savoury bites and sweet cakes. A splendid occasion, as shown in
the animated photo pictures on the Club’s website.
At the end of the season the IALC proposed that the next International Congress of Lyceum clubs in
2016 should be held in Amsterdam. In Perth this proposal was met with enthusiasm and, if good
omens are not misleading, quite a number of Lyceum club members from many countries will be
present in Amsterdam in 2016. Preparations for this Congress have already commenced. The
Amsterdam Lyceum Club is really looking forward to welcoming many of its international ‘sister’
friends.
NEW ZEALAND
After a wonderful trip to Perth Australia for the world Congress, I arrived home
and fell and broke my arm very badly. This has hampered my ability to drive myself and I have
needed my husband to take me to some of our clubs so I could tell our members of the interesting
Congress. 7 New Zealand members from 4 clubs were able to make the trip.
However I was saddened when I arrived home to receive information that one of our larger clubs
had decided to resign from the New Zealand Federation siting as their reason the need to increase
the levy we need to pay, following the decision made in Perth to increase the amount the
International amount.
All our other clubs have adjusted to the need to cover costs and I know we will continue to be a
strong force within Lyceum both in New Zealand and Internationally.
Activities within the membership remains really interesting with many members displaying their
talents. Some need to be encouraged to display some of the wonderful work i.e. embroidery or
painting are just 2 of the special talents which we have had exhibited this year
The weather over the winter has been quite mild and the Spring is early so it is a pleasure for me to
look out at the young calves which are in a paddock close to our house. I live on a dairy farm and so
with the young calves also comes lots of work.
Plans to visit Florence for the cultural tour will be looked at by members soon. Several of them are
planning to make the trip, and I am really looking forward to this as Italy is a country I have not had
the pleasure of visiting. These opportunities are what in my view make being a member of Lyceum
worthwhile.
PORTUGAL
Given that one of the aims of Lyceum is the promotion of friendship amongst women, the Lyceum
Club of Lisbon decided to organize a visit to the Manuel Gerardo de Sousa e Castro Foundation
which was established in the town of Beja in Alentejo, some 174 kilometers south east of Lisbon.
The Foundation is co-managed by a woman and its aim is the protection of children and young
women. At the Club’s last Christmas dinner funds were collected on behalf of the Foundation and
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we took the opportunity of our visit there to hand over the funds to include a cultural visit for our
members of the town’s most important museums and monuments.
The Sembrano Museum Centre has a collection of archaeological findings of different eras, from
the iron age to the modern and contemporaneous. All the elements are important in the
understanding of the evolution of Beja over the centuries and underline its importance in the
defence of the surrounding area. They also demonstrate the techniques used by the Romans for
their water canalization and the evolution of the materials destined for the manufacture of domestic
utensils.
The Museum D. Leonor was installed in 1927 in the ancient Convent of Our Lady of Conceicao and
contains pictures, clerical vestments and jewels which belonged to churches now demolished and
convents now discontinued. Sister Mariana Alcoforado (1640-1723) was vicar of this convent and
said to have been the author of the “Lettres Portugaises” addressed to the Knight of Chamilly and
published in Paris in 1669 by Claude Barbin.
The Misericordia Church represents the change in architecture from the Renaissance to the Baroque
styles and the medieval Castle boasts the tallest donjon in Portugal.
Nowadays Beja hosts many visitors who are attracted by its monuments and also its gastronomy.

RUSSIA
The Lyceum Club of Moscow has a plan, i.e. to visit the Museum of Alexander Pushkin, the
famous Russian poet, recently restored by his uncle, Vasily Pushkin. Vasily Pushkin was also a
poet and lived for some years in France which he loved, and became very knowledgeable about
French poetry.
The Club also plans to visit M. Lomonosov’s University in Moscow. The interior of its main
building contains several museums, geological, historical, etc.
In September we plan to visit the old estate of the famous Russian composer, Mikhail Glinka, in
Smolensk. It now has a museum, so we shall have an excursion there and enjoy a concert.
In October we shall have another excursion with a concert when we visit the recently restored estate
of Muraviev-Apostol in Moscow.
In November our meeting will be held in the house of Zubov in Moscow, also recently restored.
In December we shall visit the Putevoy Palace which is now used by the government in Moscow as
a venue for receptions. And also in this month we shall celebrate with our usual New Year Party.
SWEDEN

During spring 2013 the Lyceum Club of Stockholm paid a visit to the Hagstromer Library where
the “Systema Naturae” by our world famous botanist and doctor of medicine, Carl von Linne, is
held. Two years ago the Emperor of Japan was in Stockholm and requested an opportunity to see
this famous book.
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The Club’s visit was very much appreciated by our members as this book is filled with interesting
texts and pictures – drawings – originals from the 18th century. There are also other books as well
as drawings and prints from the 15th, 16th and 17th centuries which detail the development of man’s
comprehension of the human body at those times. The invention of book printing started in the 15th
century with Johann Gutenberg.
For a very long time all these books had been hidden in a deep cellar. When Dr. Hagstromer
realized that such a treasure existed, it was decided to find a place where all this medical and
botanical literature could be exhibited. He obtained access to an abandoned courthouse close to the
largest hospital in Stockholm. Now this book collection rests on beautiful shelves and is open to the
public, with a very knowledgeable and interesting guide on hand (seen in the left picture – photo by
Dan Jibreus).

Our visit lasted several hours and was thoroughly enjoyed and valued by our members, and also by
the cicerone – who could have continued for more hours! That is why the library photographer
decided to perpetuate the session.
SWIZERLAND
Together with our sister clubs, Geneva and Lausanne, the Lyceum Club of Bern celebrated its 100th
anniversary in 2012. To celebrate this occasion the three clubs organised different festivities
throughout the year. We put a great deal of care and effort into the organisation of the traditional
“Thé de l’Amitié“ or Tea of Friendship as we wanted it to be special. The theme was “Afternoon
Tea“. The ladies showed up wearing hats and gloves as they would have done 100 years ago! You
should have seen all these elegantly dressed Lyceum ladies in their dazzling hats and dresses!
Melodies from the twenties followed us throughout the afternoon. Gratefully, we looked back to
what the founders of the club brought to life; it is very gratifying to see that we still exist 100 years
later. The structures have changed over the years but the objectives are more or less the same. On
the occasion of the Cultural Meeting and the 100th anniversary of our club, we organised two visits
to the Federal Palace for our guests from all over the world as well as from Switzerland. We viewed
a session of Parliament, followed by a discussion and lunch. Both events (in June and December)
were very successful.
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Besides enjoying the smaller and greater highlights of our club, we worry about filling vacancies on
our executive committee. Like all clubs, we suffer because our members are becoming elderly but
we are constantly on the lookout for younger ladies to join us. However this may be no more than
wishful thinking. Voluntary work does not seem to be a priority for today’s generation and ladies
are busy with grandchildren and retired spouses as well as other activities.
Tempora mutantur nos et mutamur in illis

UNITED KINGDOM
Edinburgh is always considered to be a city of culture, and so it is good for our Club members to be
involved in much that is offered when August comes around. The International Festival brings not
only much needed income but also attracts a multitude of visitors who add to the traffic chaos
caused by our long-awaited controversial new tram system. This has been proceeding slowly and
expensively for some considerable time, much to the displeasure of Edinburgh’s long suffering
citizens who would rather speculate on the possibility of our zoo’s visiting Chinese pandas mating
and producing an infant! Nevertheless the Festival is always a joy to so many with wonderful world
class orchestras, singers, actors and musicians, who first attended in 1947 under far-seeing
management, and gradually developed the Festival’s present renown.
There are endless possibilities at the Festival to view beautiful artwork and our Club homed in on
Alison Kinnaird, a distinguished Scottish artist who was exhibiting her exquisite etchings on glass
sculptures. The gallery she used was very intimate and situated in the heart of the Old Town near St.
Giles’ High Kirk and Parliament Hall. A great relief to leave the crowds of pedestrians and street
theatre outside, climb a steep little staircase and enter her small oasis of calm within ancient stone
walls and flagstones. Ironically, when young she was rejected as a student at the Edinburgh Art
College, but still continued on her own, and is now known internationally for her unusual and
painstaking method of working – and also attends the Art College yearly to lecture on her work!
Her large group of individual soldiers (evocative of WWI troops) and her head of Icarus with
delicately coloured feathered flames were quite spectacular.
We look forward to hearing Alison Kinnaird and other interesting speakers lecture to us next
session
UNITED STATES
In June l2 members of our Club, the Lyceum Club of Philadelphia, toured the historic Brandywine
River area located in the Philadelphia suburbs. There we visited the Brandywine River Museum and
the Andrew Wyeth Studio which is nearby and where many of the artist’s finest works were
painted.
The original museum building was a 19th century grist mill standing alongside the Brandywine
River. In 1864 a local miller purchased the land to build a mill, and his family owned it until 1872
when another miller bought it and ran the mill until 1948. In 1967 the local residents learned of
plans to turn the land and its beautiful surroundings into an oil tank farm. The area citizens
organized the purchase of the land and formed the Brandywine nancy wh Conservancy is the parent
company of the Environmental Management Center, a major shaper of land and water conservation
and land development in southeastern Pennsylvania and northern Delaware, and of course of the
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Brandywine River Museum. The mill building was adapted for use as the museum and opened to
the public in 1971. The collection includes 19th and 20th century American art with an emphasis on
artists who worked in the Brandywine Valley. It also has comprehensive collections of American
still-ligengs, including a fine selection of late 19th, 20th and 21st century “trompe l’oeil” paintings,
and extensive works by 19th and 20th century illustrators.
From the beginning the Brandywine River Museum has been identified with the works of the
Wyeth family who live in the area. Its permanent collection includes major paintings by N.C.
Wyeth, son Andrew Wyeth who painted until his death in 2009, and his son Jamie, and also selected
paintings representing other members of the Wyeth family.
After our day at Brandywine, our members left with a greater appreciation of art and beauty of the
area.
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