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EDITORIAL
Dear Lyceum Members,

Hopefully you have all had an enjoyable summer vacation – maybe this only concerns the
Northern Hemisphere? The Southern Hemisphere might choose another part of the year
for their vacation? This year we had the very successful and interesting Cultural Days in
Paris in May! The French Federation President Véronique Matteoli will tell us about it in
this issue of the Bulletin.
The BCI (Bureau Central International) consists of 17 Federations (one President for
each Federation), and the Presidium (the International President, two Vice-Presidents,
the International Treasurer and the International Secretary). The Editor of the
International Bulletin and the International Archivist are co-opted members. This year the
BCI took place in Troyes in France, very well organized by Mrs Muriel Hannart, Vice
President for the Northern Hemisphere. The agenda contained matters aimed at
supporting club activities and spreading knowledge of other clubs and good initiatives. As
we all contribute to our economy with a small fee payable by each member, that was also
on the agenda. To facilitate continuity there are statutes and guidelines to be found on the
website. Your Club President or Federation President has the user name and the
password.
To You, who are reading this Editorial, I have a special wish: if you have a question
about international matters, please contact any member of the BCI or the Presidium.
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Some matters that were discussed during the BCI this year were as follows:
•

A group will be looking into possible alterations to the statutes and guidelines.

•

A matter to be resolved is finding members to help with translations.

Whether all Federation Presidents should send their club programmes to Mrs Hannart,
Mrs von Rosen and Mrs Young to keep them informed about special occasions.
•

Modernization of the website by Mrs Marion Jones, former Federation President of
Australia.
•

•

The next BCI and Cultural Days will take place in late June 2018 in Oulu in Finland.

We are also looking at reviving former clubs – there has been a club in Toronto and
one might be formed in Ottowa. We are working on forming a further club in Rzhev in
Russia – there is already a club in Moscow. In Rabat, Morocco there is a group of French
ladies who would like to form a Lyceum Club.
•

Looking at existing clubs we want to see whether there are any clubs which might need
help in some way.
•

If any of the clubs would like us to visit or have something to discuss concerning club
matters, the Presidium is more than happy to help.
I have mentioned a few items from the BCI minutes. If you are interested, there is more to
read in the preliminary minutes on the website.
We also had a programme after the cultural days in Paris to visit West Wycombe, half an
hour by train northwest of London. This is where our founder Constance Smedley is
buried. For the last two years we have been dealing with the restoration of her grave and
now we have been there to see it and re-inaugurate it. Mrs Marion Jones, former
Australian President, very kindly took care of the programme for the day: a
commemorative ceremony and the inauguration of the grave with flowers. Afterwards we
had lunch in St Lawrence Church where a Lyceum choir performed the song “Sister
Suffragette”. Around 20 Lyceum members attended this time – a place worthy of a visit at
any time.
In two years, May 2019, it will be time for Congress again which will take place in
Stockholm, Sweden. It will of course also be the yearly BCI meeting venue as well as that
for the Cultural Days.

Ingrid von Rosen
International President
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International events
The next Cultural Days with the theme “The Light of the North” will take place in Oulu in Finland
from 27 to 29 June 2018.
You will find all the information necessary to register on the international website
www.lyceumclubs.org from the beginning of December. The number of those registering will be
limited to 250 and the list will be closed at the end of January 2018.
The Australian Federation of Lyceum Clubs invites us all to attend its Triennial General Assembly
which will be held in Brisbane in August 2018. Please see the details below.

Constance Smedley Commemoration 20 May 2017
The Commemoration was a happy and successful occasion attended by members from Australia,
Finland, France, Germany, New Zealand, Sweden, Switzerland and The Netherlands. It was held in
the beautiful St Lawrence’s Church in West Wycombe to honour the Lyceum founder, in her burial
place. After a wonderful Cultural Visit in Paris, members gathered to view and lay flowers on the
grave. IALC paid to have the grave repaired and to have a special Lyceum plague commissioned.
A Brisbane member wrote a commemorative poem. A Swiss member translated it into French and
German, the other two official Lyceum languages and it was read by members in those languages
during the service.
For the occasion, the song Sister Suffragette
was chosen to reflect Constance Smedley’s
support of the suffragette cause. The words
and music were sent to members who would
be in West Wycombe. They practised at
home, in their cars and even on the train
from Paris to England. A French member
made sashes for the singers in suffragette
colours.

Some time ago, I had been in touch with the Cotswold Players in
Stroud, who had performed a play about Constance Smedley. When
they heard about the service, they offered to perform a short excerpt
of the play, which they did in costume. This was a wonderful
addition to the service.

Later, there was a short flower-laying
ceremony by the IALC President and VP,
Northern Hemisphere at the graveside
before we walked down the hill to explore
the infamous Hellfire Caves. A welcome
cream tea in the old George and Dragon
Hotel followed.
A special thanks to French member Anne-Marie d’Harcourt who booked trains, the accommodation
in High Wycombe, the visit to the Hellfire Caves and the cream tea.
The camaraderie and friendships engendered, and hospitality invitations made, during the Paris
Cultural Visit and the Commemoration in West Wycombe, will be enduring outcomes of these
Lyceum occasions. Consider joining members at future ones.
Marion JonesAALC
Immediate Past President
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A New Zealand lady´s visit to Europe
Dear Family and Friends,
A bit of a shock to the system coming back to chilly autumn after enjoying lovely mild spring
weather!! What an amazing few weeks it's been ...
Our first port of call was Troyes (pronounced Twah) a delightful medieval town on the Seine River,
150km south east of Paris in the Champagne region. The town, dating back to Roman times, has
lovely half-timbered houses and several Gothic churches. Here Loral and I were home hosted in a
fabulous 16th century house by a delightful couple - a REAL treat. Sabine is a marvellous cook, the
meals were to die for!! While I attended Lyceum meetings, Loral was entertained with other
"accompanying persons" (all men!) to places of interest in the area, one being Clairvaux Abbey
which now houses the high security Clairvaux Prison.
From Troyes we went to Paris for the Lyceum Cultural Days, always a thoroughly enjoyable program
which includes "home hospitality", this is truly a highlight of all international visits. Loral and I,
together with four other visitors, were invited to a lovely 1783 house, which incredibly for inner city
Paris, has a lovely (large!) garden. Our hosts had hoped to eat outside, alas it rained but the food
tasted just as delicious indoors.
Also on the program was a cruise, with a difference, on the Seine - we diverted from the main river to
another channel which took us through nine locks, each 3m high, thus we ended our trip 27m above
our starting point!
Out of several optional destinations, we chose to visit Versailles where we were shown through the
sumptuous apartments of Louis XIV and XV. The mind boggles at the life style of the Sun
King! The next day we went to the Louvre where I was delighted to get an up-close and personal
look at the Mona Lisa - can now tick that off my bucket list ....
An integral part of these international meetings is the Gala dinner - a wonderful opportunity to mix
and mingle with women (and their spouses) from other member countries. It's amazing who you
meet - the husband of one of the women I chatted with is the business partner of the last surviving
descendant in a direct line from Abel Tasman!
We then travelled by Eurostar to England for the last segment of the Lyceum program - the
dedication of the refurbished grave site of Lyceum's founder, Constance Smedley. The
commemoration service included a truly wonderful enactment of the day the young Constance made
her decision to found Lyceum. From the church we walked to the Hell Fire Caves - the caves were
dug to provide employment in the area (1748-1752) and to provide chalk and flint to build a road
between West and High Wycombe. The labyrinth also provided a meeting place for Francis
Dashwood and his aristocratic cronies - I feel sure the agenda of those meetings wouldn't stand up to
close scrutiny ....
Next day we took the bus to Peterborough where we stayed with Loral's son and family for a few
days - time for a breather and to catch up on washing! While there we went to Cambridge, sadly
most of the colleges were closed for exams, but it was lovely just meandering through the narrow
streets and around the old buildings, absorbing history. Peterborough Cathedral, with its long and
interesting history dating back to 654AD, was a must see. The present Norman cathedral, the third on
the site, is the resting place of Katharine of Aragon and the one-time burial place of Mary Queen of
Scots - she was later re-interred in Westminster Abbey.
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We then took the ferry from Harwich to Hoek van Holland and a train north to
Groningen. Originally, the plan was to stay with a Lyceum friend there, but her husband suddenly
became very unwell and another Lyceum couple invited us to their home, amazing hospitality!! Eltje
took us up to the most northern part of the Dutch coast where there is a huge power plant, umpteen
wind turbines and from where ships sail across the North Sea to Borkum Island (Germany). We also
visited the lovely Menkemaborg, 14th century home of the Menkema family until it was opened to
the public in 1927. The countryside was looking beautiful, mainly cropping but also areas of live
stock.
Els, our friend whose husband is ill, took us to Appingedam, a very pretty town which has stood on
the Delf River for over 1,000 years. The town is unique for its hanging kitchens - the original houses
had no kitchen so they were added on much later and hang out over the canal - practical and
attractive! Altogether a wonderfully memorable adventure ... !!!

I do hope this finds you all well and happy,
Love from June

I had added a few photos to the letter, but the file was too big and couldn't "send", so hopefully I'll be
able to send them separately. The pictures show a Troyes courtyard, barometer in Versailles, yours
truly dwarfed by a door in the Louvre, Menkemaborg and Appingedam with its water lilies and
geraniums.
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NEWS FROM THE CLUBS
Australia
May 2017 was my first experience of attending the BCI which was held in Troyes and I very much
enjoyed meeting the other Federation Presidents and the International Committee in a more intimate
atmosphere. The international side of Lyceum is an integral part of the organisation and I will
continue to encourage Australian members to take advantage of the Cultural exchanges and tours as
well as the Triennial Conferences and tours. International understanding and friendship is extremely
important in this age of digital news and fast travel.

IALC President Igrid von Rosen and Vice- President Muriel Hannart laying a wreath on our founder Constance
Smedley’s grave.
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Recently I visited the Adelaide Lyceum Club and met a number of their members at a morning tea
which was delightful. They are a very friendly club. Josie Robertson who has been both a Federation
President and a Vice President Southern Hemisphere was there and also Pat Hardy and Julie
Brownell who I think are known to many of you. Adelaide meets in rented premises which are old
and delightful. They were originally meeting rooms which belonged to a nearby church.
Unfortunately, the present landlord is wanting to redevelop the area so the club may have to look for
alternate accommodation.
My husband and I were also asked to lunch on the Saturday with Pat Hardy and her husband who live
on an olive farm not far from Victor Harbour. Julie Brownell drove us through beautiful countryside
and past vineyards to get there. The Adelaide President Ursula Dahl was also there and the Vice
President and her family. We enjoyed a delicious lunch and it was lovely to be able to meet in a more
intimate atmosphere. On our return journey to Adelaide, Julie took us to a lookout where we saw all
Adelaide spread out before us and the port in the distance.
The AGM of the Australian Association of Lyceum Clubs takes place in Sydney on 22 September.
The five Australian Clubs will send their President or a Nominee to Sydney and this will be a great
opportunity for discussing items of mutual interest and to promote the International side. We are also
looking for translators and looking at the BCI Statutes to decide if revisions are necessary.
I take this opportunity to invite you all to come to the Triennial Australian Conference in Sydney in
August 2018. The Conference is from 19-22 August with a post conference tour from 23 to 26
August. I attach the flyer. Details about the conference will be on the Australian Association of
Lyceum Clubs website which will be updated regularly. We will offer suggestions of day trips which
delegates may like to take before the conference. We look forward to welcoming you to Sydney.
Good wishes to you all
Hilary Cairns

France
On the 17th, 18th and 19th of May of this year, Paris welcomed over 250 Lycéennes and their partners
from seventeen countries, for the18th International Cultural Days.
It was a great pleasure to greet our friends at the Pullman Hotel on Wednesday morning and, after
the welcome speech of Véronique Mattéoli, our French President, to meet again known faces and
discover new ones over a buffet lunch
In the afternoon, it was a pleasure to meet old friends and also establish new relationships, while
discovering a romantic and unique Paris as we were sailing along the Saint-Martin canal through
the locks.
In the evening, 19 members from our Parisian club received at home 168 Lycéennes and partners
from all over the world for a dinner dedicated to friendship. This more intimate evening gave our
foreign friends the opportunity to visit French homes.
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On the following day, we either went to La Vie de Château : Versailles or Chantilly, further away
and less known. Despite some incidents, a good mood prevailed during lunch at La Petite Venise
close to the Grand Canal in Versailles or at Le Vertugadin in Chantilly. An equestrian show
followed in Chantilly in the 18th century impressive stables.
The return to Paris was slowed by a traffic jam but offered an opportunity for more in-depth
discussions and favoured the development new relationships.
This busy and beautiful day was not yet over. It went on in the famous dining rooms of the Cercle
de l’Union Interalliée, Faubourg-Saint-Honoré, where 185 elegant Lycéennes and partners met
around 22 tables in a festive atmosphere under Constance Smedley’s acute but kind eye, looking at
us from the humorous portrait painted by one of us.
After dinner and the warm words from our International President, Ingrid von Rosen, we were all
invited by Ulla Kristina Harvala, President of the ICL of Finland. to come to Oulu located in
midnight sun area. The 18th International Cultural Days will take place there on the 27th, 28th and
29th of June 2018.
Finally, on Friday, under the theme C’est nouveau à Paris, our friends were to select one of the
following six recent or newly renovated cultural sites : la Fondation Vuitton, la Philharmonie de
Paris, le musée Picasso, le musée Rodin, le Louvre, la Cité de l’Architecture.
It was then time for farewells. We were a little sad but we know that we will meet again.
All these meetings were unforgettable moments of friendship. Furthermore they helped us
appreciate the international breadth of the Lyceum, which we are so proud of.

Germany

Aachen, the city of Charlemagne, is situated in the so-called 3-Länder-Eck, in the corner between
Germany, Belgium and the Netherlands. It was his most important residence with its cathedral
completed in 800 A.D. and was also the coronation site for more than 30 German kings. In 1978 the
cathedral was recognized as the first UNESCO World Cultural Heritage Site in Germany. Today the
town has 250.000 inhabitants including 50.000 students. The Rheinisch-Westfälische Technische
Hochschule (RWTH) has become one of the foremost universities in Germany.
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The beginning of the Aachen Lyceum Club was the foundation of a feminist club in April .1911. It
was revived after World War II and became a member of the International Association of Lyceum
Clubs in 1949. Since Belgium and the Netherlands are close neighbours, there are numerous
possibilities to contact and visit each other. Since 1984 the Groningen Lyceum Club has been our
partner club in the Netherlands as well as that of the Lyceum Club in Köln (Cologne) in Germany.
Our programme is many-sided: travel reports, literary lectures, visits to museums as well as
journeys to Brussels, Ghent, Antwerp, Bruges, Amsterdam and of course Köln and Groningen.

Unfortunately there are only 23 members left – in spite of our efforts – but they are all interested in
our activities and appreciate our meetings.

Doris Muller
President

Netherlands
The number of members of the Nijmegen International Lyceum Club is increasing: at the moment
we have 67 members. The average age of the members is decreasing.
The Club expects aspiring members to play an active role and reactions are positive, generating new
initiatives. Members increasingly tend to come forward with proposals for lectures and other
activities. For example, both the film and hiking clubs have been started up again. Entirely new is
the initiative for a “writing table”, where a small group is taking a basic course in associative and
creative writing.
The annual excursion in June involved Castle Wychen, near Nijmegen. One of our oldest members
spent her younger years within its walls and moat. Guides enthusiastically presented the history
around the origin of the castle, which was enlivened by the personal reminiscences of our Club
member. She became a member of our Club after her father had given a lecture in 1938 on Emilia
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van Nassau, born in 1569, daughter of William the Silent (William of Orange) and her husband
Prince Emanuel of Portugal, both of whom lived in Castle Wychen from 1609.

Castle Wychen

Mrs. Clara Sprée-Lady
van Humalda van
Eysinga, former
occupant of Castle
Wychen

Our lectures on a great diversity of topics and other activities are wellattended. For 2018 we have
once again arranged for a number of speakers, among whom is a former member of the European
Parliament, at present a member of the Upper House of Parliament, who resides in Nijmegen.
Unfortunately a visit by the Board or Club members to Paris this year proved impossible. The
Board hopes to encourage members to attend the Cultural Days in Finland in June 2018.
All in all, the Lyceum Club in Nijmegen is very much alive!
Eugenie Olde Riekerinkn
President

New Zealand

Greetings from New Zealand, where the calender says it's spring, but our very
unpredictable weather seems to say otherwise.
I am enclosing a photo of the Silver Belles, Te Kuiti Lyceum Club's choir, which was
taken during the presentation of their items at the New Zealand Federation of Lyceum
Clubs' annual Choir Festival, held this year in Tauranga.
The Festival, a unique event within the International Association of Lyceum Clubs, is
always a very special occasion when members from all New Zealand Clubs get together.
Not all Clubs have a choir, but are still eligible to host the festival. The music is lovely –
each choir performs their own selection of songs and the event ends with a massed choir
singing a variety of nominated songs – all the voices blended together sound wonderful.
The massed choir does not have a rehearsal prior to the festival, they unite for the first
time on the day and the effect is truly magical. Along with the New Zealand National
Anthem, the “Peace Song” is always sung. This beautiful song was written especially for
New Zealand Lyceum and encapsulates the desire for International peace.
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Following a shared lunch, provided by the host Club, the concert is opened to the public,
swelling audience numbers and producing some added income. The Festival is not a
competition, but rather a social occasion with the added bonus for those present, of being
entertained by music. Choirs, conductors, accompanists all put in a lot of work to ensure
a successful day.
Sending all good
wishes,
Sincerely,
June Welten
Federation President

Portugal

In the second quarter of 2017, some members of the International Lyceum Club of Lisbon
visited Alentejo, a region in the south of Portugal, more specifically the Alqueva Dam. With a 250
km² reservoir and more than 1100 km of banks, the dam is Europe's largest man-made lake, a water
reserve with sufficient capacity to guarantee water supply to populations, industries and agriculture
for at least three years of consecutive drought.
The initial project was intended to ensure the supply of water to populations, to change existing
agricultural and industrial models, to produce clean energy sources and to preserve the
environment, thus combating desertification and underdevelopment in the Region. Today it can be
said that the objectives of the program have been achieved and that new poles of economic
development, such as tourism, have been created.
The dam gave rise to a new landscape, a limitless stretch of water with with small islets, surrounded
by thousands of olive trees, cork oaks and holm oaks, beaches and river ports. There are also
fortified villages, which over the centuries have been decisive in defending the country and today
are obligatory places to visit, given their architectural, archaeological and cultural heritage.
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The group opted for the hour-long boat trip, one of the most popular activities on the dam, and
enjoyed the landscape, sharing information, knowledge and emotions. These were relaxed
moments in contact with nature, in sunshine and mild temperatures and an environment conducive
to conviviality, the narrowing of bonds of friendship and friendly feelings towards one another, as
can be seen from the photo taken on the shore next to the sculpture of Cante Alentejano with the
lake of the Alqueva Dam in the background.

Switzerland
The Italian Section of the Lucerne Lyceum Club visited “Bella Italia”as follows to use their
knowledge of the language.
2010 Genoa
The Italian and also the Federation President escorted us through the city. The Lyceum Club is
situated in a historical palazzo with wonderful ceiling frescos. During our meeting at aperitif time
we exchanged experiences – in Italian, of course!

2011 Cremona
The Cremona members entertained us
for three days in their city. We ended
one evening with dinner, poetry and
music. The visit to a violinmaker’s
atelier was particularly instructive and
was followed by a concert performed
on a Stradivarius violin from the 18th
century.
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2012 Milan
I grew up there and although there is not a Lyceum Club I wanted to show my favourite places to
my Lyceum friends.
2013 Naples
President Baronessa Bianca Dorsa Zampaglione met us at the airport. She invited us to her palazzo
where a professor from the Conservatory played wellknown arias on the piano and we sang along
happily – it was like a Fellini movie! The trip to Amalfi with our own singing chauffeur was “pure
Italy”!
2014 Florence
We visited Florence on the occasion of the international Cultural Days when Lyceum members
from around the world congregated. This helped us to avoid the long queues for the museums.
Only when we saw the work of restoration did we realize how complex and expensive it is to
maintain these precious painting. On our last evening we were invited to the home of a Lyceum
member who lives in a wonderful palazzo!
2015 Bologna
Great town with thirty kilometres of arcades – but no Lyceum club!

2016 Catania
In Catania we were entertained by a
soprano and a tenor who performed
Italian operatic arias.

Everywhere it was so welcoming and friendly – some of us are still keeping up our contacts, and we
have learned how enriching it is to have these meetings over the border.
Marie Therese Sutterle,
Lyceum Club Lucerne
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United Kingdom

Scotland
Last session one of the lectures given to the International Lyceum Club of Edinburgh was by the
curator of the War Poets Collection which forms part of the Library of Napier University in
Edinburgh. Later a number of Lyceum members paid an afternoon visit to Craiglockhart House
where the Collection is housed and were shown round. The House, an imposing Victorian mansion
in extensive grounds, became a hospital during World War I for members of the military who had
been wounded and were badly shell shocked. The men were under the care of a pioneering
psychiatrist who devoted all his energy and ingenuity to helping them recover, even though he
realized that they would be returned to the trenches as soon as they were fit enough.
It was as patients at Craiglockhart that two of the most famous WWI poets, Siegfried Sassoon and
Wilfred Owen, met for the first time, probably in August 1917 Sassoon was already a well known
poet and had published an anti-war pamphlet, for which he had been diplomatically sent to
Craiglockhart for an extended stay instead of being imprisoned. Owen was already a poet; he
showed some of his war work to Sassoon who thought it poor but worthy of encouragement. Owen
worked constantly at his poems under guidance and improved enormously, to the extent that
eventually he became known as the second best war poet of WWI. The two men remained firm
friends after they left Craiglockhart.
The Battle of Passchendaele in Belgium commenced on 31st July 1917 between the British and
Commonwealth troops and the Germans. It was one of the greatest WWI disasters, and by its end
325.000 Allied troops and 260,000 Germans and as many horses had died in horrendous conditions,
their deaths also hastened by the heaviest rains in thirty years. A very moving commemorative
ceremony with contributions from all the nations involved was held and broadcast internationally
exactly 100 years later on 31st July 2017 from Tyne Cot War Graves Cemetery in Flanders, an
enormous, beautifully designed and cared for cemetery with over 11,000 graves and a memorial
with further 35,000 names, in the presence of members of the the British Royal Family and the
King and Queen of the Belgians.
On 17 August there was also a showing in Edinburgh of the 1997 film “Regeneration” adapted from
the book of the same name by Pat Barker about Craiglockhart and the meeting of Siegfried Sassoon
and Wilfred Owen. The film was preceded by a rendering of “Danny Boy” by two violinists who
played on violins carved especially from a branch of a sycamore tree still growing in the
Craiglockhart grounds. All very sad memories but ones which ensure that, with the war poems, the
sacrifices will never be forgotten.
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