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Dear Members, 
 
What wonderful and exciting Cultural Days we had in Berlin, Germany this year in May!  Berlin and 
its inhabitants showed itself to us in absolutely the best ways – very many thanks to all of you in the 
Berlin Club – you did such a fantastic job.  There was nearly double the number of participants as 
you expected – 250 instead of 150 – but everything worked out splendidly and you gave us the best of 
Berlin.  To mention just a few special items from the program:  the boat trip on the Spree, excellent 
sightseeing of the city, meeting Mrs. Schadt (the life companion of President Gauck) and the 
Parliament building, the “Reichstag”, with its marvellous view.  But the highlight of the Cultural 
Days for me personally – and many members agreed – was the entertainment in the members' homes.  
It must be such a challenge to entertain so many people at home as well as take them sightseeing in 
the city. 
 
For two days we also held the BCI meeting with ten Federation Presidents as well as the Vice-
President of the Southern Hemisphere, the Editor of the Bulletin and the Archivist. We missed the 
President of the Northern Hemisphere and the Presidents of Austria, Belgium, Cyprus, Greece, Italy, 
Portugal and Russia. 
 
We discussed many interesting matters.  What can we do to have more countries represented with 
their Presidents?  Every President is expected to send her report about the situation in her Club and 
how the Club life is progressing – especially important when she is not present herself.  These 
reports are interesting reading for all Club Presidents;  it is possible that assistance of some kind is 
necessary?  The BCI would very much like to see all 17 Presidents next time in Amsterdam. 
 
The repair of the grave of Constance Smedley, our founder, in West Wycombe, England, was an 
important issue.  It was decided to have the grave fully restored and also to instal a plaque on the  
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grave with the following inscription:  “Restored in 2015 by the International Association of Lyceum 
Clubs in thankful memory of our founder”. 
 
Other items were discussed at the BCI.  How to spend the money that ILC has at its disposal?  How 
will the Club proceed in the future?  How can we attract younger women – would mother-daughter 
meetings be something to propose?   One suggestion was to have club meetings in the late afternoon, 
after work and before going home to the family.  It is a great challenge for us to adapt to the 
changing lives of women so that we can keep the Club alive and strong. 
 
There was also a discussion about our three languages.  It was decided that most reports and the 
minutes will be in English, and translated when required into French and German, especially for the 
Archives. 
 
Possible new clubs was also an issue.  We are hoping for a new club in Russia, and BCI members 
also have promising contacts in Japan, Mexico and  ??? 

 
I wish very much that it would be possible for more members to travel and attend Congress and the 
Cultural Days – you get to see so much with the eyes of those who are at home.  But most important 
is the FRIENDSHIP – to meet up again with old friends from many countries and always make new 
friends. 
 
Kindest regards to you 
all, 

Ingrid von Rosen 
International President 

 

 

 

 
 
Amsterdam International Congress 
 
The next  congress of our International Federation will take place in Amsterdam from May 8th to 
May 10th 2016. The theme of the congress is : « Meet the Dutch, below, at and above sea level. » 
A pre-congress tour will take place from May 4th to May 8th and a post-congress tour from May 11th 
to May17th.  All the necessary information is available on the International website : 
lyceumclubs.org and has been sent to all presidents and clubs. 
There is a limited number of places for each part of the programme:  
• -  250 participants for the congress itself  

• -  80 participants for the pre-congress tour  

• -  50 participants for the post-congress tour  

January 15 2016 is the closing date for applications, or when the maximum number of participants 
have registered. 
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Dear Friends, 
In order for our Bulletin to be a real bond linking Lyceum members in all countries, a new section 
will be created entitled:  “News Items”.  This page will be reserved for, and will be intended to 
facilitate contact between Lyceum members from abroad travelling in a country with membership in 
the International Association who wish to meet Lyceum members of that country, and Lyceum 
members of that country who wish to meet them and/or offer hospitality.  If you are interested in this 
sort of exchange, you can submit a notice similar to the following: 

Example 1:  Ms. X member of the Y Lyceum club would be delighted to meet you and/or welcome 
you during your visit to my town. 
Email address: 
Example 2:  I am a member of the Lyceum club of X and am planning a visit to Y.  I should be 
pleased to make contact with a member of this club. 
Email address: 

If you wish to insert an announcement in the Bulletin next April, please send me details before 1 
March 2016 to the following address:  amdhaucourt@gmail.com 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In May, nineteen Australian members attended the 
2015 Cultural Days in Berlin, as well as enjoying 
the interesting program provided by the Berlin 
Club, they enjoyed the opportunity to meet many 
members. 
Members of the Karrakatta Club 
(Perth) have been saddened at 
the sudden death of its 
President, Mrs Maureen Paris 
on Wednesday, 2 September. I 
was able to attend her funeral 
and extend the sympathy of Australian members to 
Maureen’s family and to Club members. 

 
Lyceum Club Brisbane Incorporated will host the 
Triennial AALC Conference 18 – 22 October the theme of 
which is “Brisbane – The River City”. A Pre-Conference 
Tour 15 – 18 October will be to the Tangalooma Resort 
on Moreton Island where activities will include feeding 
wild dolphins and pelicans, a Marine Discovery Cruise 
and a tour of the Island’s former whaling station. The 
Post-Conference Tour to the Lockyer Valley and 
Toowoomba will include a visit to a lavender farm with a 
morning tea of lavender scones, lunch of local produce on the lawn of an original Queenslander home 
before staying overnight at Toowoomba, the Garden City at the time of the annual Carnival of 
Flowers. 
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The Conference, which has attracted over 100 participants, will be opened by Mrs Ingrid von Rosen 
the IALC President. Well-known Songwoman Maroochy will give an official Welcome to Country. 
Speakers’ topics include the history of the Brisbane Customs House which is the venue for the 
Conference, the history of the Brisbane River, Queensland Literature and its Art Galleries, the 
Geomorphology and Quaternery History of the River and the Culture of the River People. 

Two highlights of the Conference will be the combined choir of members from 
Australian and New Zealand Lyceum Clubs and the address at the Gala Dinner 
by Li Cunxin, Artistic Director of Queensland Ballet, who will relate his 
fascinating life of being a child from a poor family in China, his rise to become 
an internationally famous ballet dancer, to Australian stockbroker, to Artistic 
Director of Queensland Ballet. Li has written his story in the book Mao’s Last 
Dancer, which has also been made into a film. 
 
Marion Jones                   
President, The Australian Association of Lyceum Clubs Incorporated       
president.aalc@lyceumclubs.org.au 
www.lyceumclubs.org.au 

 

 
 
                    
The members of the Lyceum Clubs of Cyprus continue their activities and efforts to strengthen 
communication and cooperation within the Clubs.  We had an interesting excursion with many 
participants to the newly established Leventio's Art Gallery where we had the opportunity to admire 
excellent work by famous European painters donated to the Gallery from a private collection.  The 
theme of the paintings was the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus Christ;  we were all rendered 
speechless, and could not take our eyes off the paintings.  This new gallery is a treasure for Cyprus. 
 
In May we acted as hosts to the members of a Greek cultural club.  For their entertainment we 
cooperated with the Limassol Theatre School  of Art in the organization of the musical play by 
Disney, “Frozen”.  The performance was very successful;  it took place in the cultural park known as 
“Little Salamis” offered by the famous sculptor of Famagusta, Philipos Yeapanis.  All proceeds from 
the performance went towards the operation of the children's resort. 
 
During the summer months we hosted sixty children from the St. Stephanos Institution for children 
with special needs at the children's summer resort.  And a further sixty children suffering from cancer 
along with their parents.  Also thirty children from the Institution Make a Wish.  And a group of 
Lions from Europe.  Our members offered their services for the benefit of the summer resort.  
 
Ten thousand children have been offered hospitality and the opportunity to enjoy for a few days the 
seaside and pleasures of the summer resort.  This has been our main project from 1931 to the present 
day.

Valentine Thomaides 
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The International Lyceum Club of Limousin came into being in 1992, largely due to the efforts 
of Edith de L'Hermite, who was the Club President for eight years.   The Club, with its hundred 
members, nurtures the value of sharing culture and friendship with great motivation  and dedication 
through various activities which  enable the members to meet at regular intervals.  Frequent contact 
strengthens the cohesion of the Club;  walking, bridge, cooking, tapestry, reading workshops and 
visits to the cinema attract the members on a monthly basis, not forgetting to mention attending 
lectures and exhibitions, cultural outings and contact with other clubs.  The lives of the members are 
always fully committed.  Indeed, this is by no means particular to the Limousin Club, but the 
participation of the members is always significant, involving a large section (40 to 70 per cent) of 
the membership. 

A distinctive feature of  this commitment should be highlighted, which lies in the participation of 
the Club in the national and international aspects of the life of  International Lyceum.  Our Club has 
provided the French Federation with a National President, Edith de L'Hermite, and a National Vice-
President, Monique Leboeuf, who was also national secretary for four years, a post now held by 
Laurence Bouillaguet.  Edith de L'Hermite was also Vice President  for the Northern Hemisphere of 
the International Association during Caroline Travers's term of office as International President.  
The Club also organized the annual meeting of the BCI (International Central Bureau) in 2002.  It 
will welcome the multi-club meetings organized by Muriel Hannart, the current President of the 
French Federation. 
In this way we are faithful to the motto “a rich past, a prosperous future”.  Yet we are not content 
merely with the pursuit of personal development, and so have now constituted a group with the aim 
of reflecting and pondering over the future of Lyceum and its necessary evolution.  
  

 
 
Monique Leboeuf 

 
 

 
 

 
The International Cultural Days 2015 were held in Berlin and to our delight our International 
President, Mrs. Ingrid von Rosen, and quite a few members of the Central International Bureau 
graced us with their presence.  The preparations had already begun in the autumn of 2013 and by 
October 2014 the program planning was complete.  Based on the previous two meetings, the 
program was calculated to accommodate between 150 and 170 attendees.  By early February the  
final number of participants reached 250 – not including the members of the Berlin Lyceum Club.  
This necessitated a great deal of reorganization, and  at times we found ourselves almost at our wits' 
end!  
Today, three months later, I must say that we are proud that this meeting went so smoothly – 
without any major glitches, and with many unforgettable highlights:  a unique city sightseeing tour, 
an evening boat trip on the Spree, the reception at the St. Elizabeth Church for Ms. Daniela Schadt 
– the “significant other” of our Federal President, Joachim Gauck – a visit to the Reichtagskuppel,  
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as well as the Exhibition “Quo Vadis, Mater? – Female Artists of the Berlin Lyceum Club from 
1905-1933”, and finally the farewell dinner held in an ambience designed by the famed Frank O. 
Gehry. 

However, the true culmination – as is always the case with such international events – was the 
encounter with so many different women from 11 countries!  Many new connections were forged 
and old friendships renewed;  the dinners hosted by the Berlin members presented an outstanding 
opportunity for this.  All 248 out-of-town guests were received and entertained in private settings: a 
wonderful gesture of friendship, considering that the local members numbered only 80!  I would 
therefore like to voice my heartfelt thanks to the hostesses and the ladies of the organization 
committees, as well as to the management board.  This convention would not have been possible 
without their tireless dedication. 

In closing, I would wish to say that the organization and implementation of the Cultural Days 
brought much happiness and fun to us, the women of Berlin – and we wish the Amsterdam Lyceum 
Club members all possible success for the World Congress in May 2016. 
 
Dorothea Schuppert         

 
 

                  
 

                            



                  
 

 
 

The Lyceum Club of Cremona was founded in 1985 and this year celebrates thirty years of 
activity.  Laura Ruffini is the President and the Club itself is very active in all the areas listed in the 
Statute. 
Among the many organised activities mention should be made of concerts, visits to exhibitions, the 
presentation of books, meetings with writers and artists, social and topical lectures.  The following 
specific events are worthy of special mention: 
• the visit to Cremona of the President and members of the Lyceum Club of Lugano 
• the concert “Al me Verdi” to celebrate the bicentenary of the birth of Giuseppe Verdi 
• “the history of Cremona through prints” by Giovanni Fasani 
• the presentation of the latest work by Mons. Vincenzo Rini, “Parlami d'Amore Mariu! 
The lectures we enjoyed were as follows: Emilia Giordano's “Report on a journey to Ethiopia”;  for 
the centenary of World War I “SOS Art in War:  the vicissitudes of the Cremonese artistic legacy” 
by Sonia Tassini and Mons. Achille Bonazzi and the exhibition “Satire enters the War”;  “A 
Woman at the Time of the Crusades;  Eleanor of Aquitaine, Queen of France and England” given 
by Anna Guarneri Talamazzi;  “Emilia Giordano on her life” a conversation given by Emilia 
Giordano herself on Women's Day;  “All'Expo con Shakespeare” given by Margherita Pedrini 
Fornara;  “The choice facing the European Union: solidifying or disintegration”, lecture given by 
Giorgio Guarneri.  
The social gatherings of the members have also played an important role.  The Cremona Club 
cooperates with cultural associations in town, women's associations and local and public authorities.  
 
Emilia Giordano 
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The Lyceum Club of Groningen was founded on 13 June 1929, and last year we celebrated our 
85th anniversary in style, that is to say the style of the Twenties. Some organisations may struggle 
with diminishing membership, but ours is still growing;  2015 commenced with 157 members, and 
by July the number had grown to 170. 
In order to join our Club, one must be introduced by two members and attend two lectures. Two 
members of the Board then visit the member-to-be at her home and her name is placed in the two-
monthly Bulletin. If there are no objections, she becomes a member. Admittedly this is technically a  
procedure by vote, but in point of fact only one member-to-be ever seems to have been prevented 
from joining. The age of the members varies between 56 and 96 with the average age being well 
over 70, which can be explained by circumstances: during their younger years members are 
involved with family and careers, and also our lectures take place in the afternoon which can be a 
problem for people with jobs. But once they have retired people prefer to relax, which explains why 
it is sometimes difficult to recruit members for the Board. 

From September through May two activities a month are organised. There are ten lectures a year on 
a great variety of topics. Each November a course of two lectures during two consecutive weeks is 
also held. During the first lecture a topic is introduced in general terms and a week later it is gone 
into more deeply. The first Friday of the month members attend an informal coffee meeting. The 
three Dutch Lyceum Clubs take turns in organising their annual joint meeting. Christmas, New Year 
and Easter are celebrated with dinner, lunch or high tea. All these activities are well attended and 
we usually welcome some 70 members or more.  Apart from this general programme, there are 
some twelve subsidiary clubs, each pursuing their own interests.  We are certain that the warm 
atmosphere at our get-togethers is greatly enhanced by the fact that we are all on first name terms. 
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This Bulletin will be my last as there will be a change of Officers in September, so in advance of 
Christmas I wish you all a very happy and enjoyable seasonal holiday. For many New Zealanders 
Christmas is the main holiday period as, of course, it is high summer when Lyceum also takes a 
back seat. During the year we have had so many varied and interesting meetings and it has been my 
privilege as the Federation President to report to several of our Clubs on the wonderful BCI and 
Cultural Days held in Berlin in May. Meeting up again with members met in Florence, Moscow and 
Perth were highlights for me. The hand of friendship extended in Europe makes travel so 
interesting, even when travelling alone as I have to do. 

The visit of Joyce Young, Vice President for the Southern Hemisphere, who made a special trip 
from Australia to attend our Choir Festival, was another highlight. For the first time ever the 
hosting Club had invited a men's choir to participate, which was a great success and enjoyed by all.  
Some of the men are husbands of members, all are retired and enjoy the companionship provided by 
music. Joyce's trip was very short, only three days, which enabled her to attend the Sydney Club 
luncheon. Having members willing to put themselves out for us is much appreciated. 

We have been actively promoting the Congress in Amsterdam next year and are hoping that there 
will be other New Zealanders attending.  It is my hope to attend but decisions cannot be made too 
far in advance. However, I hope that we shall be able to continue with friendships made over the 
past few years. We always hope that members from the Northern Hemisphere and Australia know 
that they will be most welcome when visiting New Zealand. Although this is the end of my 
Presidency, I shall be happy to continue meeting people at the Auckland airport and offering 
hospitality. 
 
Kaye Graham 

 
 

 

In the month of June 2015 the Lyceum Club of Lisbon organized a tour to Alto Alentejo which 
included a visit to the estate known as Quinta das Lavandas. The site is located  in the natural park 
of S. Mamede at a distance of four km from Castelo de Vide within the heart of Vale das Dornas.  
The main activity of the estate is the culture of lavender, which covers six hectares with 65,000 
plants and is the only plantation of this kind in Portugal. 
The guided tour lasted two hours, and afforded us the opportunity to become familiar with the 
different types of cultivations as well as obtain information regarding the diverse varieties of 
lavender, their cycle and requirements, and the main end products generated from the plant. 

Lavender is a Mediterranean plant, requiring a specific climate and irrigation system. In this estate 
all plants are grown by biological methods, as are all the other agricultural activities dedicated to 
the estate's domestic consumption, which includes a small tourist housing unit. This unit offers 
modern facilities, access to current technologies and a high quality service. We found this to be a 
very interesting tour, which took advantage of the optimum flowering stage of the lavender, 
offering an extremely pleasant landscape unfamiliar to most of our members.  It is well known that 
lavender is used in cosmetics and industry and to a lesser extent in gastronomy.  For this reason we 
were offered a refreshing drink with biscuits flavoured with lavender, which delighted the members 
of our Club. 

Portugal 
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The Lyceum Club of Stockholm, with about 250 members, continues to present an outstanding 
program. Two items of great interest to us all were a lecture in April, Indoors, and an outing in 
May, Outdoors. 
 
INDOORS 
In April we heard a lecture given by a Swedish author, Fredrik Sjoeberg, on “Two Forgotten 
Artists”, one of whom was Lotta Laserstein, a young German Jewish artist, quite well known in 
Berlin before WWII. In 1938 she fled to Sweden where the Stockholm Jewish congregation helped 
her to a new life. Then she vanished completely from the public eye ….. until fairly recently when 
people from two London art galleries came searching for prewar European artists. They found Lotta 
Laserstein in the small Swedish town of Kalmar working as a portrait painter. Here they found not 
only the once famous German artist in person  but also some of the work from her outstanding 
prewar period!  Now her splendid best-known painting from 1930, “Abend ueber Potsdam”, is 
hanging along with other of her items in an art museum in Berlin. 
 
OUTDOORS 
In May we had an outing to the Castle of Groensoo, built in the early seventeenth century and 
situated by Lake Maelar about thirty miles northwest of Stockholm.  In those days travelling on the 
waterways was the safest method of transportation and many castles belonging to the King and the 
nobility were erected on the shores of this lake. The Castle of Groensoo is extraordinary as it is the 
private property of a family – not owned by the municipality or the government – by the name of 
von Ehrenheim who have lived there since 1820. Taking good care of this stately building is an 
important cultural achievement. We all had a wonderful day, visiting the beautiful castle, guided 
round it by the owner himself, walking through the park in the sunshine, enjoying the view of the 
lake and finally being served a delicious luncheon in a barn – close to the lake!  The attached photos 
demonstrate our happiness! 
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New situations call for new solutions.  Since its Annual General Meeting in February this year, the 
Biel-Bienne Lyceum Club has been headed by two Vice-Presidents instead of a single President.  
The previous year, the outgoing President, Ingrid Wyss, had announced her decision to retire from 
the post in 2015 despite the fact that the Club's vigorous efforts to find a successor for her had been 
completely unsuccessful. Accordingly, two members of the Committee (a French speaker and a 
German speaker) volunteered to occupy the post jointly for one year. As a purely provisory 
solution, they both chose to to assume the title of Vice-President. A new President has still to be 
found. This situation illustrates the increasing difficulty of finding people willing to undertake such 
duties. The question remains:  how are we to deal with this issue in future years? 

It is with pain in our hearts that we have recently had to say farewell to one of our most faithful 
presenters of German-language literature evenings. In the space of ten years, the member 
concerned, Judith Giovanelli-Blocher, had presented over 100 books during 30 meetings. She had 
presented and reviewed the books – specially selected and read for the occasion – in her own very 
individual and personal manner. Now aged over 80, she has decided to step down because of her 
age. 
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It is thanks to the official (French/German) bilingualism of the Biel-Bienne Club that in recent years 
the annual tour of winners of the quadrilingual Swiss Literature Awards has included an evening of 
readings under our Club banner.  This year two of the winning authors, accompanied by their 
female translators, presented their latest books and translations. Our members were therefore able to 
enjoy an entirely bilingual literary evening. The head of our Club's music section also pursues a 
policy of active cooperation with other cultural institutions. Thus our programme of musical events 
can include concerts on a larger scale in addition to the chamber music performances given in the 
relatively small Club rooms.  In this way we are seeking to maintain an attractive programme of 
high-quality events despite the declining membership of the Club. 
 
Margaret Noth and Simone Navarro, Vice-Presidents 
 

 
 

 
Edinburgh 

Since our last meeting in April, a few members of our Club have met for informal monthly lunches.  
However, there have been some interesting visits to the theatre for plays and the ballet, and also to 
the Centre where we saw the wonderful display of the artistry of Phoebe Anna Traquair.  The 
latter's work had been described to us in a most informative talk during our last session. 

Edinburgh is now returning to normal after the yearly Arts Festival.  Since its inception in 1947 
when various well-known experts in the arts decided to encourage interest from many parts of the 
world, it has flourished and has brought much talent to be enjoyed in our city.  After the dreary 
times of the war, the idea of bringing people together in sharing all that is offered in the enjoyment 
of a military tattoo from the esplanade of the castle, music, dance, acting and art became a 
rewarding event that lasts for three weeks each year.  In addition, what started in a small way, “the 
Fringe” (amateurs and professional artists in all genres) has almost flooded the city with visitors, 
who love the informality of the small venues, street entertainment, etc. 

Needless to say, not all Edinburgh citizens are thrilled with wall-to-wall  humanity during the 
period of our Festival but, generally speaking, the feeling of fun and the opportunity to meet so 
many people from other countries provides all that is good in any arts festival – as it should. 
Mention must be made in regard to the cultural visit to Berlin in May.  Two of us who attended 
from our Club enjoyed our time there very much and we would once again like to thank all who 
were involved in the success of the organization, which was no mean feat. 
 
 
 

 

  
 

       EDITOR: Anne-Marie d'HAUCOURT  
                        Myrette GORDON MOORE 

                 amdhaucourt@gmail.com 

                    Tel. : +33637977663   

 
                  

 

   

           

 

United Kingdom 

 

≈ 
12 


